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ſeeing your Ladyſhip in town, and be⸗ 


ing admitted to the honour of your con- 
fidence, I have acquired to myſelf a de 
ree of importance whioh; till that period, 
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had no pretenſions- to: indulge— — alas!“ — 
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* ce to no leſs a perſon 
F - than the celebrated Lady Anne D 
Poor heaven's ſake, madam, ſtrip me 
TH not of the valuable robe under Which * 

| 8 5 - tide my deficiencies, and for which alone 
: : 8 1 am diſtinguiſhed - will preſerve it care- 
fully have it ever in my eye and uſe it 
* | only on particular occaſions—it ſhall be 
kept free from the ruſt of reſerve, from 
tte moth of ſuſpicion, and even 


be of my heart. 


ree weeks 1 have been a viſitor of 
Dowager Lady Randal, who has ſome 
aetfciularities in her humour that do 
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hear of 2 fe- 
8 e believe the ehaxac- | 
ter may be new—but 1 have abſolutely en- 


tered the right honourable lift, and hope 
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* to relieve many a credulous maiden—yen, 
my I „hope to relieve Wen from that 
infaruation,” which is nent to en- 
ing them to run ne 

of diſa bs 6 3; 


called a Man of . is . 
: henomenon ; I felt ſomething like horror, 
blended with pity, when informed mat 
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them had taken up his quarters in 
is retired neighbourhood, and daily made | 
| ravages amongſt the hearts of our 
y-cheek'd damſels, who, poor unſuſpec. 
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ims, ſeeing him walk ered ma 
in the ſame-langus 1 


ing him ipeak b 
themſelves—and finding him poſſeſe d „ 'Y 
other human facuies—gaztl—liſten'd— 1 


_ admir'd—and thought him the moſt civi - 
lied creature in the creatin. 
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W zen firſt it was t d me this deſtruc- "TS 
tive animal had made his appe Te, 
which happen'd in a large circle of nay own 
fox, and hearing him ſpoke of with. de- 
light, rather than terror, Lord bleſs. me 
cried I, how much you are miſtaken, la- 
dies, why the kind of creature vou t. 
ſo compoſedly is the moſt dan Th 
world: for heaven's | 
arms and drive him from h 
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part, ſee 105 great + duſty here was in e 
; verting themſely ves with a creature ſo very 
gentle. Poor girl, thought I, I fear 
1 you are already in his ſnare, then turning 
1 towards her, with a look of compaſſion 
EB which 1 felt glowing on my cheeks, I ſaid, 
as you value your repoſe, madam, truſt 
not his ſubtle ſmiles, his inſinuating words, 
leſt inſtead of gentle, you are compel'd to 


. 5 call him ſavage. VVV c J 
bSybe did not receive this warning with 
E.. the gratitude it demanded, and, 1 could 
3 , diſcern, there were others in com 


= pany equally unintimidated; however, 
3 | knowing I had been at the grand menage- 
WH rie, conſequently not ſo much a ſtranger | 
* as themſelves, to the different ſpecies with 
4 Which it is fill'd, ſome of my fair auditors x 
2 Save implicit faith to my report, whilſt thoſe, | 
I x ho wiſh'd not to believe it, veild heir 


1 ntiments, and with prete tended: wo 
3 7 mil a againſt the Man of Gallon. 35 
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n foring invites me to „ I 
| of—I negle&—I diſregard. —l think of no- 
| thing but purſuing and running down the 


animal, who every day grows more and more 
formidable. If J was not t to buckl. . I 
my armour againſt him, the conqueſt te _ 4 


is hourly gaining would ſoon een 2 F 
| this place of female inhabitants, and a ; _ 1 
. Margaret 8 grimly ghoft would be met with =” 23 | 
BE new 115 25 5 1 


2 know but of one trap 


= - ſnare this common enemy, a | = 


have nicely - fit trimm'd 
your Ladyſhip*ſhall ſee how prettily E 
0 . to his fate - once ſecur'd; 


Tu erouſly as I treat this character, 
* my amiable friend, I cannot ſeriouſly re- 
flect on it without horror. How ftrange- J 
| b cruel, that men, who are not entirely ö 


5 5 ; | void of ſentiment—-of humanity. oFunder- 
caprice, or amuſement, thetender affections 
f an innocent unſuſpecting boſom. 


= EY _ Obſerve, madam, when 1 condemn this 

men, 1 do not confound with them 
one who is addicted to g civil 
there is in ſome a kind of gal- 
nothing cruel in its na- 
ſt they deify our charms, 
oddefies, angels, and run over 
whole Man of Gallantry's lift of eyes, 
darts, &c. they convince us, by a MM 

certain gaiety of countenance, a certain 
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© fuppoſs, when Major. © proteſted; ft | 
my fiſter, that for her Glas he would £x 
alt himſelf on one of the higheſt elms, « 'Y 
' plunge into the deepeſt part. cf the canal, 2 
| that ſhe congratulated herſelf on the ac- 4 


quiſition of a lover? No, no, my dear 
Lady Anne! this agreeable flow of hu. 
mour is not the deep ſilent river which con- AF 
ceals deſtructive eddies fatal to credulous - 
- females. —My vengeance is preparing for I 
that kind of Man of Gallantry, Who win 2 
Aa tender, ſerious air, will Natter and ſmi e 3 3 
himſelf into a heart only to Real out of. 
what is moſt valuable; neither has he th. 8 | 
excuſe of a common N his theft is 
committed through mere wantonneſs; 5 
he neglects his ſpoil often making its un- 
-- guarded owner the ANT of ec nd 
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and I wing to town, Side an | eclat farhing: - 1 
{ing what I can expreſs; but how would 4 
my tranſports be increas'd, if, at the end 
of my journey, I might be aſſured of em 
bracing your Ladyſhip Why are we 

| parted by the envious ſeas ?—By writing 
continually I will try to repair the cruel - 
wrongs I ſuffer from a ſeparation I often, 
very often, regret. —A thouſand times ſince ; 49 

| you have left this iſland have I wiſh'd, that 

| the place to which you hurried had been 5 1 


acceſſible by land: nothing but a horrid 
voyage prevented my ſiſter and 1 from 
being of your party; —it ct mig 
ſighs that we could not accept; al ivy f 
on fo much to our advantage... 
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"Whilſt I feribble the dictates of -Þ 
= heart, imperceptibly have I loſt ſight of 
what a moment before engag d my atten- 


| . tion; but now have told your Ladyſhip 
2 : ho fincerely I am attach'd to you, Lretarn 
= 2 585 to my dear project with new aceſuir- 

= ed cagerneſs. | „50 
= 35 1 2 the Qeftin'd vistim 


_ Peace, my dear inquiſitive Lady Anne? 
1 x you c did not know my face, I would tel 
th re. materials enough for tri- 
would exactly reverſe it From 
is: —I would call my com- 
fair a blooming my hair 1 i 
my eyes blue and fpar] * 
features regular and animated 
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22 5 h 
— #s your Ladyſhip is too well 6. 
quainted with my yellow eoarſe ſkin—lank - 
brown hair dark unmeaning eyes large 
F irregular inanimated features, 1 will not ab- 
tempt do impole on ou a falſe appearance. 


Is not your wonder rais'd, that ſuch a EE 
homely maiden ſhould preſume, i in her own 
form, to attack the invincible. Man of 5 
Gallantry, or even hope to engage his at- 
tention, having no externzl, and but mo- 55 
derate fhare of internal allurements.— 

Preſumptuous As you may call me, T have PL, ; 
actually entered the liſt, and flatter myſelf 
that, at the aſſembly this: evening, I ſhalt -- 
encounter the enemy. You remember 
what a few forces David took with him 
when he went againſt the mighty giant of 
Gath, and you know too he came off with _ 
ſucceſs.— Now, who can ſay with the erea . 2 : 
ture, whoſe darling paſſion is appateiitly - or 4 
changed, that a ſmiling. look. ſent from a ig 4 
new face, plain as it is, ma not be ek. x 9 8 
fectual | as the n pebble from the” 


Ling of the wiſe prophet. - — I long, how-. 

; 5 ever, to have one trial of ſkill :- —if ! am 
miſtreſs of a ſingle charm. it ſhall be call - 
cd out to my aſſiſtance. On the toilet 


Y lies my armour :—I go to put it on. — 
: heart does not fail, which I take to 
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No, Lady Anne, I am armed at 


3 F Points. — Adieu — haſten to the field of . = 
”- battle withan air of cager impatience —— 
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IV LORTIFIED beyond expreſſion - be 
at the next aſſembly gone to town on bu 
ſineſs of importance — with theſe rumours _- 


my ears were ſaluted, when 1 entered the = 
room. miſtaken damſels ! believe not 1 


his well feign d tale of buſineſs credit 
not his promiſe of return—1 have. loft: all = 
my penetration if you ever ſee him more 4 
he has amus'd himſelf long enough with | 
your eredulity---he flies 1 in purſuit of ne 
conqueſts---I cannot be your champion, — 

5 girls— I regret that he will not give me 


an opportunity. — Upon my word. Lady 1 
Anne, I am piqued to leave my plan un- 

finiſh? d. hat can be ſaid in this ca aſe? 1 
hy moſt heartily do 1: fay,- the warmeſt 
wiſh of my heart is,- that wherever ne 
goes, he may find ſome vom n 
Who will execute it for me. 


= i111. 
_ Why i is it I feel ſuch reſentment when I. 
- think of this man? and ſomething whiſ- 
pers me I ſhall not always remain a ſtran- 
ger to him---yet I ſincerely believe he is 
gone, not to return, and where elſe then 
am I likely to meet him? a falſe pre- 
ſentiment this, which tells me, I ſhall not 
= _ be diſappointed of my vengeance. 


| Lady Randal, naturally of a melancho- 
* ſedentary, diſſatisfy d humour, has for 
a fortnight paſt been almoſt inſupportable. 
I do not, my dear Lady, I do not love this 
= woman, there is a ſtern haughtineſs about 
ber, to me very diſguſting---gratitude is a 
dinding principle, or it would not bind 
me to her Ladyſhip, a moiety of my time, 
= as it has done the laſt five years of my life: 
| 1 Ther huſband was a good man, and nearly 
=. related to our family--I revere his memo- 
_— ny, and would not for the world, if I could 
== poſſibly avoid it, offend Lady 'Randal;— 
«among! -other Aran whims The Ap mikey. 
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vacity, ſo from ſingular good motives, _ 

eeps me with her ſix months out of the Þ# 
1 yet I thank my ſtars, and bleſs 
1 patience, with all her prudiſh, 
ee ſhe has not yet teaz d me out ß 


one ſingle grain ok that chearfulneſs, which 4 4 

ing perfectly innocent, do not bluſh to to. i 
fayi is hab itual to me. ou 
Whats happineſods L efrenr it to we 


to your Ladyſhip without reſerve--A hate 
every thing like art or affectatien I Ad. 
mire a virtuous frankneſs---and I love you _ 
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. Never felt greater ſurprize or ES 
than I have this day experienc d- felicitate 

me, my amiable friend—--I ſhall no lon ger 

regret my ſituation this dreary place will 

be no longer irkſome---the- capricious hu- 

mour of Lady Randal will not no be half 

ſo intolerable Heaven has ſent a e n 
nion to ſhare it with me.--- 


S * 


The appearance of this ranger, at t Ran- 
dal farm has ſpread a cloud of myſtery. be- 
fore my eyes, which their moſt ! 
ing beams could not diſſipate. 
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I never heard Lady Randal ſpeak of; any 
ations ſhe had abroad, yet this morning 
her Ladyſhip introduced me to a niece 
a Sophia Dighton---juſt come to England 
E bred from infancy in France never here 
+ worms __ — bore a 1 1 
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ſterious aſpect I'll tell you, madam,! how. - 
it happen'd, as I think it wears ſomething 
of the air of an adventure: 
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Jaſt as the firſt dinner bell had ſum- 
mon'd us to our ſober meal, and which 
with ſober faces and ſober talk, we fat xx. ] 
pecting in the dining-room : the rattling 
of a carriage up the court-yard, drew me 4 
to the window ; and I cried out, Bles 
me! your 1 is going to have viſi = 
tors, who, if 1 may gueſs, by the dirty- + 
neſs of their chaiſe, do not come a very _Þþ 
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ogg Journey. — p — 4 : of 
Vie to me, child! riſing from 1 her- 1888 8 = 


chair and primly advancing— l expect n 5 5 
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As ſhe ſaid this, out of the carriage 


ſtept a young lady, follow 'd by an old * Ie 5 5 1 l 
woman, who ſeem'd to be her attendust, = * 
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and both were proceeding to 
when: turning towards Lady Randal} Ef, 4" 
her face overſpread with a ſudden,” we 5 - ; 
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_ #5) any thing, and, would have pul- 
ed the bell, but ſtopping me, ſhe aid it 

was only a little dizzineſs in her head 

I will go to my cloſet; child, continued ſhe, 

I ſhall ſoon recover myſelf -in the mean 
time, I will leave you to do the honours 

of my houſe. . 
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Saying this, ſhe retired, nor would ſhe. 
fu: me to attend. her, farther 
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T'waited with the utmoſt impatience, | 
Spediue every moment when the ſtran- 
Ser would. make her appearance---ten mi- 

ute claps'd and. I was ſtill alone-—T « con- 
fes m myſelf ſurpriſed, and was going to 
7 2 myſelf to the bell, when one from 
eee artment- was rung with 
ſuch vi enge, ther 1 forgot; my; PRIN" | 
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young perſon I had. 
Bas laid on the for 


a counts nance more expreſſive of anger 
| than compaſſion, whilſt, the old woman, 
| her attendant, expreſſed the moſt, frantic 
ſorrow. _ i 


As ſoon 2 as I enter'd, Lady Randal quits 
ted the room, telling me, ſhe would be 
glad if I would ſtep to her chamber, when 
Thad ſeen her niece taken proper care of. 
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* 13 


I ftarted at the mention of her 9 
not having ever before heard that ſhe hac 
| one; however, I did not ſtay to aſk any r 
bons -—indecd! had not room for one curi- 
| ous wifh-—Pity was the only ſentiment of 
1 my ſoul!---andT flew to the perſon who' 
N 1 excited it with the ſame eagerneſs as ba 
had been my ſiſter. ee 
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The firſt thing I did Was 5 
ad water down her throat, . on i 
began to ſhew ſome Ins 6 
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took from her head a white riding hat, the | 
warmth of which might retard her reco- 
yery---though i it was extremely elegant and 
decorated with a large blue feather, yet It 
was an ornament from which ſhe was very 
ir from receiving advantage; on the con- 
_ trary, it conceal'd more charms than I had 
4 ever before ſeen aſſembled in one perſon : i 
A 2; ber hair was almoſt as fine as ſun beams, 
1 and a perfect auburn eſcaping from under 
a ſmall lac d hood fell upon her delicate 
(1M in the moſt beautiful diſorder, 
_ whilt the ſoftneſs of her ſkin, and regula- 
rity of her features, made me think her 
the moſt lovely creature that excelling na- 
ture ever ſent us of her works ;=a:Brunf- 
wick habit, which was alſo blue, Lopen'd 
at the hands and boſom to give her air, 
and the more I fav, the more my Ws 
was confirm d. 5 "Fa ns i FA ISL 
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1 wiſh, 725 Ange, 1 could ED 
175 an idea 'of this young beauty; We 
e as the js, I can N ng La 


as *" Randal | 


2 


* — 


W Randal is by no means a to her.— 
= Good God! how unaccountable! 


1 a 


— 


1 1 10 — up the fringed curtains 
under which were conceal'd eyes that elo- 
W quently ſpoke, full of ſweetneſs, full of ex- 
preſſion, ſhe turned the inſinuating orators 
| f towards me, and, by them, ſent ſuch ten- 

der acknowledgments, that J could ſcarce 
W reſtrain an impulſe to embrace her with 


the freedom of a ſettled friendſhip. 


There is ſomething irreſiſtable in this 


1 girl---but Lady Randal---1ndeed I like her = 
1 leſs than ever---ſhe had certaiuly given hep 25 2 4 
WY charming niece a very ur kind reception; 
or why was ſhe reduced to the deplorahle 
WF fituation in which-I found her?---or why x 1 


I tart the tears to her fair eyes, whenever ©: 
me encounters thoſe of her auſtere aunt? ' 


75 mercy, Heaven! 1 have hardly patience : 
W to think of ſach inſenſibility!. yet. the told. 
me, when I went to attend her, that be 
4 diſorder of Mis Dighton e only 
= ; pt . from | 
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1 1 | 


om the fatigue of her journey, and add- 


ed, that che reaſon why ſhe had not men- 


tion'd her having ſuch a relation was o- 
ing to an antipathy ſhe had taken againſt 


the young lady's parents, who had behav- 
ed ſo very ill that ſhe had reſoly'd todiſown 
them, and their connections; but now, 
continued her Ladyſhip, as the girl's fa- 


ther and mother are dead, and as ſhe 
throws herſelf on my protection, 1 ſhall, 
if I. find ſhe deſerves well, endeavour to 
| 8 what has paſs d, and take her to 
8 favour. After ſaying this, ſhe 


went with me to the reviving Sophia, and, 
| embracing her, repeated. the ſame «ffurance. 


SY 


P dlelgent Heaven, protect ber! PIER 


1 don't know why, but I have no great 


reliance on her Ladyſnip there is a cer- 
| tain coolneſs in her looks which, contradidls 
e . of kindneſs, - 


— — 


g © 00 5 — 
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15 A M juſt inform'd my dear Lady Anne 
has ſent her ſweet boy to England.! have 
heard ſo much of the pretty charmer, that 
] long to ſee him -I long to have him throw 
his little arms about my neck. ---Whilſt 1 
give him a thouſand kiſſes, believe me, his 
excellent mother will not be abſent from 
my thoughts. —-At that moment I ſhall, 
particularly have you before me. and ten 
derly embrace you in idea; neither ſhall 
I forget him who ſhares with you in the 
blefling:=--I ſhall think of Mr. D, 
though I have not the honour of bein de. 
n known 1 to him. 


Lady Randal has agein- deſtroyed IT 1 
my opening views of enjoyment.-I have no. : 5 4 
ſooner met the agreeable Sophia, than I. am 


to loſe her..--] am warn'd of this 9 855 Juſt 
e e ISAS 8 2 n 


= 


> 1 


as 1 have contracted for her the ſtrongeſt 
prepoſſeſſions of regard How I revere 
her old attendant !--- What faithfulneſs !--- 


what love !---what care !---I think a mother 
cannot be fonder of an only child, than 
Hannah of Miſs Digh ton. Poor young la- 


dy! her health I fear is in a declining ſtate; 


her aunt's reaſon this for obliging her to 
change the air. She has, it ſeems, been 
much worſe ſince ſhe came hither; —in- 
deed, I believe the ſituation of the farm 


. very badly calculated for her diſorder, 
Wich is a ſettled weakneſs, | a melancholy 
depreſſion, for which I fear ſhe has ſome 


hidden cauſe. Whatever it is, moſt ſin- 


cerely do I wiſh it far- -far remov'd from 
80 | 2 ; 
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' Why will not Lady Randal go with Pe 


= þ 


—or, at leaſt, why not ſuffer me to attend 


her? — Her Ladyſhip will hear of neither : 5 


ſne would not, for the univerſe, ficep. a 


night from the farm and my company, it : 


: ſeems, cannot be diſpens'd with ; ſo in op- 8 


45 
„„ 


ts 


poſition | 


ln 


. 


i ( 29 J 
W poſition to all I can- Aay, Sophia will ſet out 
in a few days for another houſe of her 
aunt's, about thirty miles from . at- 


: tended only by Hannah. i 


What greatly amazes me is, the rap- 
ture with which this ſcheme is embrac'd 
| by the young lady---ſolitude is a bleſſing 
ner heart pants to obtain.-- Why does ſhe © 
declare this? —Why at the ſame time aſſure 
me my friendſhip is not unacceptable to 
her? - Ab, my lovely girl! if I can judge 
che ſtate of your heart, England has no. 
| ſpot, be the air or ſituation ever fo pure, 
ever fo inviting, that will be efficacious to 
vour malady :---—return to France; the 
health you ſeek is more likely to be found 
there: —a thouſand fighs have told me you 
are there attach'd :---the tender languiſh- 2 
ment of your intelligent a confirms ns T7 2 


4| Had we continued together, I might, 
pe haps, have eas'd her boſom of ſome-re- - N © 
: | . 


— 1 : 
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| Getions which, I could perceive, ahh 1 | 
wit ſorrow; but, though I am warmly 
| idtexoſted | in her favour, the ſhortneſs of 1 
our acquaintance forbids me to ſollicit any 
degree of confidence.--- Was I her aunt !--- 
Oh, Lady Randal! never never can If 
bebe. your unnatural cold neglect of this | 


ie bloſſom! 


As matters are circumſtanc'd, I feel not | 
| BE ts regret, in parting with Miſs Dighton, 
2 2 which I ſhould have felt, had I ſeen her 


== and treated differently from what 
= N witneſe'd. 


"Her Ladyſhip tells me Sophia ſhall 9950 

"= come and ſpend a few days here, and that 
Xo ſhe ſhall return and make one of the fami- 
| ly. as ſoon as her health is eſtabliſh'd.--- 

IJ wiſh ſhe may intend to perform theſe fair 
promiſes: - I cannot ſay my faith is per- 

fectly implicit.---I have intreated leave 

only to conduct her niece to the other 

a, but am ee refus d; 85 the 


- % 
: > 
6 


2 


it is particularly careful never ti 

yCerher: aſſuredly ſhe has — 3 

of cannot deviſe of what natuſe 

y 

4 W cloſe of a "mats "rae my winds 2 

| there---fits, at this inſtant, Lady wy 
and Sophia kneeling at her feet. — Wi 

7 does ſhe not ſnatch the ſweet (uppliant] 


her arms !----Oh, unimpaſſion'd "wa 
55 No, my dear friend, ſhe riſes-—ſh 5 
from her- ſhe leaves her, without fox 


as caſting one, even one reluctant k 
compaſſion. - 5 
n 


t Non ſo perplexing a clue that I will not U 


to unravel it. ; ; 
lam diſpirited on account of this amia- 


ble girl :---ſhe certainly is amiable---her ve- _2# 
ry countenance, in ſtriking characters, pro- 
nounces that ho is —Pathaj oi lover: 


* 82. 35 5 
prove him I am rite in Sophia it f 
ſhe would ſettle her affections unworthily': | 
no, I think I could anſwer, OF, 5 the: 


would . . 


* 8 


7% " * 3 
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| She is till ſtting in the mmer ie 7 


1 with an handkerchief at her eyes.—— wiſh j 
Fit was in my power to ſtop the ſoft torrent 


0 that I am convinc'd iſſues from them. 


| Heavens! what do ſee . Lady Randal 


is not quite ſo cruel as I thought her;---ſhe 


is come back---ſhe is this moment alcendivg | 


= the ſteps.— May T believe my eyes ?---if I 


may truſt them, I ſhall now think better of 
ber Ladyſhip than I have ever yet done 
ſhe has actually embrac'd Sophia - tenderly 
embrac'd her, and they are talking with 
apparent affection as they fit together. 


Thank God, There is yet ſome chance 


= that I may not loſe my amiable compani- 


no neceſſity for change of air; 

: ſhe Has not experienc'd this more than | 
b days indulging her favourite inclt- | 
nating 


1 1 


4 be 9 „ 


4 nations. little 3 from Lady N 
da}, and” a little of my giddy vivacity (as 
her Ladyſhip | is pleas'd to call it) which ! 
would exert to chace away her dejection, 
would, I make no doubt, ſoon work a fa- 
W vourable alteration, without either change 


of place or climate; for you know, my 
dear Lady, if ſhe is engag'd to any gen- 


| tleman abroad, he may eaſily. ane * 


himſelf hither, at a ſhort. Notice. 


I am fond of graſping every pleaſing 


hope; and though poſſibly this I have 
now taken hold of may only prove a ſha-- 
| dow, I ſhall gaze on it till it fleets from my 3 


ſight, or I am aſſur'd of its TY 


'F kiſs your hands, my beloi ed friend. — 


The ſrequency of my letters will tell 7805 - 


Your idea is never far* from: me. 


1 -* the Journey: I ſay we, for Lady Randal 
. By would not ſuffer me to-ſtir without her. 


> = wiſh they may not be choak'd, or blight- X 


Bon- t think me ſevete ---Upon my word, 
T would never look at any perſon's imper- 
fections through a magnifier, much leſs at] 
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8 is gone !---yes; after all ſhe „ 
abſolutely gone !---When I ſaw her aunt's} 
tenderneſs in the ſummer-houſe, I drew 
from ĩt a concluſion too ſanguine.---She left 


us yeſterday, and we accompanied her half 


Wotwithſtanding this unacc table ſe- 
ben, there ſeem to be ſome feeds of 
affection newly ſprung up in (Je cannot help 
e the flinty heart of her Ladyſhip: 5 


1 0 0 8. 2 — 
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ed, before they come to perfection.Pray 


thoſe of a lady, to whoſe huſband I had the 
honour of being related but 0 know, 
| Lean 
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3 L 28 J 
I cannot help ſeeing her faults, if ſne holds. 


them continually before my ſight, in ſo. + = 


W glaring a magnitude that, turn which way 
[I will, my I cannot eſcape them. Rn 


There are a thouſand errors to which 
human nature is addicted, and which re- 
quire mutyal indulgence from each other, 
none of the very beſt being quite perfect; 

but there is a kind of vice in Lady Ran- 


dal's conſtitution for which I have. no mer- 3 
| ey, becauſe it is the very: oppoſite to Be. i 


wigs: the tear * compaſſion if ever hes” : 


boſom heay'd a ſigh of ſoft commiſeration = | 
--if ever ſhe felt a moment's pain, except 4 
what ariſes from bodily diforders, T would 3 


then inrol] her-wftany indulgene· it So 
far from having a tincture in her compoſi- 

tion of this heavenly ſenſibility, I am con- 
vinc'd, if ſurrounded by a million of ob- 


Jes, the real children of diſtreſs, ſne 


would make her way through them with 


ogt us tear, 1 Shore even one painful ſen- 
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BY orion. Oh, my in Miſs Dighton! f | 
bow will your intereſt ſuffer in this un- 


- 
. 


4 - gentle boſom Perhaps, for your 2 
heaven may fill it with new ſentiments :--- 
if not, may it take yoir under its own pro- + 
5 eben and by other means dired you to | 
- happincts . Nec. pet 


* % 


A 8 3 1 ö 3 2 ﬆ 
T feet mv ſpirits decline, on being again 


E fhut up with my prim governante, and de- 
== > barred the company of Sophia. =-L ſhall ab- 
3 DS -folutely dwindle into the vapours, unleſs k | 

N ſtir about and rouze myſelf from this le- | 


F „ See ſeizure. ---Suppoſe 1 0 ſome 
* buſine(s with my millener- 


«OE 


q 2 5 Obtain the har 91 7 a day, 
__—=— No, Lady Anne not fora day- 21 an 
2 Ss hour only H ſhort drive may chace a- 
= 5 way my chagrin, and return me in a 8 A better 
humour than leave you. „„ ane 
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Lutter'd with ſurprize all over a. 
tated with pleaſure---ſing, ſing, ye damſels, 
my triumph Prepare a laurel wreath for Mi 


8 your champion !--- The enemy returns «2 


_ contrary to my expectation he returns; 
he ſtill prowls about the neighbourhood; «== 
The next perſon he lights upon for his prey, — J 
will, I moſt ſincerely hope, be the honour- AY 
ed friend of Lady Anne D . Alrea-” 2 
dy have I made ſome advances towards a 
victory, which f is to eroun me with immor- 2 
tal fame. No” nd 2 DEE; 7 
I told you what a a new ads So 4: 
---think me not vain, I charge. you, but, 
entre nous, a much better than I can boaſt 


could not have performed better: than 5 


IM 
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humbly believe, mine bas don e worn 
ing. N 5 | | N e 4 
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$ Lady Randal having graciouſly conſent- 
ed that I ſhould leave her for an hour, or 
ſome ſhort time, to diſpatch pretended bu- 
ſineſs with my millener, I ran to the glaſs, 
- adjuſted my cap, threw a white cloak care; 
leſsly round my ſhoulders, tied on a pretty 
5 chip hat juſt brought from London, and 
whipping into the chariot, felt, as I drove 
towards the town, a certain dancing-like 
emotion at my heart, which 1 could 
not then account for; but now 1 under- 
ftand it meant to inform me, the enemy I 
have been ſo long i in purſuit of, was at no 
great diſtance. 


E A ſervant from behind the carriage open- 
ing the GoOT, 2 ſtepp'd ou out, gave him or- 
ders to wait, and rripp'd. into the ſhop, 
pleas'd to ſee a number of my female ac- 
quaintance aſſembled there before me.--- 

Univerſal pleaſure ſpread itſelf over every 
face at my entrance, and many of them 
Serin Found me, there was a kind of 

conteſt | 


EO 1 
| conteſt which ſhould firſt communicate 
ſome intelligence, with which it was viſible 
they were burthen'd ; but before any of 
them could give it utterance, the door 


open d, and a gentleman made his appear- 


ance, who, by the vermilion cheeks and 
ſparkling eyes of my little circle (which be- 
gan to diſperſe) I in a moment perceiv'd 
would have been the _ of their con- 
verſation. 


Seeing biin ſt each lady i in her turn, -- 
with ſome mark of preference, I began to 
obſerve him more particularly, and own 4 


the fineneſs of his perſon, the elegance of 
his air, join'd with an eaſy and polite ad- 


dreſs, made me think him much above a- 


ny thing I had beheld ſince 1 came to the 


farm; but when one of the circle whiſper'd 


me, this is. the- man to whom you once 
gave the name of the Man of Gallantry, 


my preference vanifh'd, and I felt my bo- » 
ſom glow with unſpeakable reſentnent. 
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. 'To 8 my agitation | turn'd from 
bim, and leaning over the counter, talk'd 
| el ſome trifling purchaſe; but in truth, 


B my whole thoughts were employ'd againſt 

* the enemy of our ſex, whoſe external ad- 

5 FE: vantages are weapons which I fear few of 
. ; them can withſtand :---never have I ſeen a | 
2 * more compleat---a more pleaſing figure; 
$ eee — hair --complexi- | 

$ on teeth eyes · ſmile all unite to make N 
* the creature more dangerous, in a county | 
1 : like this, than a hungry wolf in a ſhep- 5 
1 berd's paſture, or an artful fox amongſt a 
5 parcel of filly chicken. I was not half fo 
much alarm'd before! ſaw him. Why my 


dear Lady Anne, Sir William Lovedale | 1s | 
- doubly---trebly arm'd for miſchief: What 


lace, and was ſeemingly inattentive. to 
3 what paſſed amongſt the rival crew, den 


® * an atchievement to mortify this Wwe put 4 
* os ble rover, who, perhaps, has in His te 1 
J . mortified a little army of females '-.. Upon 
= my word, I ſhall glory. much in the. attempt 1 
4 | Rl bulied myſelf mig! hily i in chooling ſome 7 
| TX 
< 


— 


, 


I faw the: inſinuating deſigner, with a look 


| fell. unobſerved, preſs the hand of a very 


A moment after, true as 1 live, with the 


| WJ] . 
I diſcover'd the Man of Gallantry had a 
caſting vote, which would carry him the 5 
election in every heart preſent. Thus in- 
attentive--- thus unobferving, ſtood I, when 


| in a half whif:er he aſk'd one of the ladies 
| ſome queſtion in which I was not uncon- 
cern'd, but her reply was fo low I could 


not diſtinguiſh it, eſpecially as at that in-„ 
ſtant he was attack'd by a multiplicity of a 
voices, about his journey, his return, and !! 
know not what, to which he anſwered _# 
with great volubility and an air of eaſy 23 


freedom, not at all bold or diſguſting.--= 4 
Before we parted, he gave me a ſpecimen 


of his peculiar genius for that kind of gal. 
lantry which makes him the object of mp "2 
averſion.—— Would you believe it, Lady 
Anne, as I caſt my eyes {lily towards him, 


of render; ſincerity, when he thought him- BE... 


pretty girl, who ſtood next me, firſt to his 4 5 4 
lips, then to his: deceiving: boſom ;: and not Ring Git 2 


tans. 


E fare tender air I heard him ſay to another, 


My deareſt Harriot! a week's ſeparation 
from all I love has been a ſevere trial! I 

think I could not again ſupport it Some- 

thing of the ſame nature, I dare fay, he, 
-whiſper'd to every one of them; for when 
I turn'd rqund, not a cha but was 
ſtreak d with crimſon---not an eye but 
ſpoke tranſport.---Alas, poor girls! 1 will 
ſtrip the impoſtor of his diſguiſe; but if 
he has already ſunk ſo deep into your af- 
fections, I bring up my corps de reſerve too 


late, and my aid will be ineffectual. 
„ 3 However, thought I, calling > hg look (for 
though I do not often frown, I wanted 


F a ** OREN CG he ſaid (bowing reſpe&t- 


then a ſmile particularly engaging) how- 
ever we will try what is to be done, and 
turning to one of the infatuated circle, I 
_ aſk'd if ſhe intended being at the next aſ- 
ſembly ?---This little queſtion drew on me 
a glance from the perſon whoſe notice I 
'wiſh'd to attract, and, perhaps, not hold- 
ing me totally unworthy a place in his liſt 


. - 


Coos 3 45 
fully) forgive, madam, my prefumption ! 15 
but may I not flatter myſelf that I had the * 
honour of 22 you laſt winter in 1 
at Lord \ 82 


I have very often been at Lord we, 
ſir, but do not recollect. 45 
been me, madam, for i interrupting you! 
I have not the vanity to ſuppoſe myſelf re- 
membered---it was my ill fortune to ſee 
you but for a moment---I was juſt going 


off for Dover---you were ſitting at a card- 
table---I ſtaid only to take a ſhort leave of 


Lord and Lady e I regretted te 
neceſſity of my departure (ſighing) but 


eſteem myſelf particularly favour'd by For- ; I 
| tune, in meeting you, madam, in this "7 
neighbourhood. * of 


mn TT ww 


Mighty well, mighty well, thoualit 12 = 
he car ves finely for 8 0 3 bulr. | x 
neſs 1 is half done already. _—_— 


After this pretty inte we 8 3 
SR ather converſation, and when 1 went — _ 


_ — ** 
Went Wan 
By * wm 


ih 0 * PR a 
** * — * 
* * 4 2 ns * . 9 
© 4 I O08 —_— 
5 * 8 8 * 
SS ESD 
— a 4 
* 


10555 - 


to the chariot he very politely offer'd me 
his hand, which no doubt I as politely ac- 
| cepted; and here I am juſt returned, more 
delighted, perhaps, than- if I had really 
made an undoubted conqueſt, which is no 
1 o unflattering acquiſition to a woman fo mo- 
_ .. derately fitted out by Nature for that kind 
of work. 
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Poſitively I muſt and will go to the af 
ſembly next Monday :=ſhould Lady Ran- 
dal refuſe me, I ſhall find a Theme at her 

ſervice — Sir William Lovedale, you may 
3 expect to meet me - o Tay SENG, on 
N punctuality. | 


1 


_— Alas, lovely engaging Sophia! CIP mo- 
EE ments which I am volatilely gliding over, 
= you, ! fear, are tediouſly dragging through; 
= perhaps, even whilſt I am diverting my- 
ſelf with the thoughts of chaſtizing a Man 


conſtant deſerving 3 from! whom. 4 
ate 2 9 7 divided. 3 
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of Gallantry, you are ſhedding tears for. a 
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Heavens! what have we here? 


Sir William Lovedale preſents reſpect. 
ful compliments to, &c. &c. If ſhe in- 
tends to favour the aſfembly with her a- 4x 
greeable preſence next Monday, he would 
eſteem it a particular happineſs to be ho-· 
nour'd with her fair hand. 


Poſitively too much I muſt lay down 
my pen to congratulate myſelf on this un- 
d fortune. 
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LETTER X. 


Ek TER conſulting Lady Randal, and 
_ wheedling her Ladyſhip into compliance, 
the following was my anſwer to the dear 
delightful card, with which 1 concluded 
— p 8 
Miſs compliments to Sir Wil- 
lien Lovedale, is obliged to him for his 
- polite offer, and ſhe'll accept it with plea- 
ſure. =: 1 
Give yourſelf no uneaſineſs, my excellent 


friend am only kind to be cruel me- i 
thought ! heard you ſay take care, you are 


dancing on the edge of a precipice — the 
| man ſo inſinuating---you not unſuſceptible. 


What can I ſay, my dear Lady Anne, 
to convince you there 1s no danger ?—think 
better of me, I beſeech you---an angel's 
LIB with ſuch a mind denghyog to give 

F | 1 dae 


[ 
pain, would make no impreſſion on me 
I proteſt it would not---the moment 1 en- 
tertain a ſerious thought of Sir William, 


ſuppoſing lie ſhould try to inſpire me, as he 


does almoſt every woman, with ſentiments 
in his favour, that moment throw me from 


friend I have on earth to love me. 


ſuength never doubt me forthe future; 


your friendſhip, for in that caſe I ſhould _ 
hate myſelf I ſhould not deſire the deareſt 8 


Have I ſatisfied your . 
ſay 1 have very well now you Kno] my 


A letter is juſt brought from Miſs Digh- —_ 
ton; Lady Randal read it in her cloſet.—-- 


Lenquired after the health of her niece, ab 7.08 1 
ſoon as ſhe came out, aud was told 2 n 


FINER war than better. 


10 „ perceive ſymptoms of n 
deu. born tenderneſs, which l once thought  ® 
was ſpringing up in the breaſt of Ladd 
Randal, ſhe mencions the indiſpoſition of 
her charming niece without the leaſt emo- 2 "4 


3 
De 
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tion of concern. Ho misfortune a laſh in 
= her poſſeſſion whoſe ſevere touch would 

reach ſuch ſenſibility of foul, and awaken 
its benumb'd faculties ?—will my queſtion 


admit of any but a negative anſwer ?—-I 
think not; otherwiſe, Lady Randal, I can 
foreſee one in ſtore for you, that will wind 
itſelf cloſely round your heart, and fill it . 
with ſenſations to which you are yeta ſtran- ; 
ger. So lovely—ſo young - ſo innocent a | 
creature—ſend her away - leave her a prey MW, 
to ſickneſs to a melancholy, ſtill more Wl « 
pernicious—if ſhe ſhould die, my Lady, n 
what will be your reflections? _ 


* 


When with my eyes ſwimming in tears, 
dn hearing Sophia was worſe, I beſought 
her Ladyſhip to ſend for her here, or elſe 
permit me to go and be her companion; 
what think you was the anſwer I receiv 'd? 
the girl has proper attendants, and proper 
advice, where ſhe is—TI ſhall not incom-Mx , 
mode myſelf with ſick people — when ſheſ in 


18 2 e, I may take her 1 Vid 


qr . — th pay gw” Aus 


IS 


with my. e. 


dry d up my tears —my eyes, 1 am fure, 
ſparkled with indignation—I turn'd from 


her inhumani ty. 


Let me try to Urive this nm wo- 


ſtead of anſwering the deſign J intended, 
which was to entertain and divert you, 


tal reflections, which, perhaps, have not 
ſo much as the merit of being new to re- 
-commend them. 


kc favours you, my dear Lady 


victim. Alas! how very aukward is 
as He 0 _affectation! 


till then you muſt content yourſelf, child, | 7% 


Good God! de her(dlf | 
with a ſick ks paſſion i in a moment 


her-! left the room Ic not t ſupport - 


man from my thoughts, or my letters, in- 


vill dwindle into ſober, gloomy, ſentimen- 


Anne, it has opportunely ſent ſeveral of 
our neighbouring damſels to relieve your 
| Ladyſhip from my ſtupidity- 


I godown | . © 
in hopes to hear ſomething of my future 


* 


affectation— fam would 1 regain 
ſtile, but dulneſs 


of me, that it is a matter of 
I ſhall ever be able to di 


from his embraces. f 


LETTER xl. 


N 


Sm William e Ae rather the 
ſound of that dear inchanting name, has, 5 
with pleaſing magic, unbound my capti- 
vated ſpirits—mount—mount—mount— 
they carry me to ſuch a height, that my 


ſider a moment—am I really an maps 
why: to be ſure there is ſomerhing n 


he, who has a thouſand goddeſſes ereated 


y divine, and the firſt-place in his paradiſe 
of Oh fie, Lady Anne! did I ſay. - 
fools, is at my ſervice ? — well, well, you 
re a dear ſatirical creature, but I can for- 
give every thing if you will not attempt to to. 
, 5 „„ 


« +3 * & 


2 
1 


head is abſolutely, half giddy. —Let me con- 8 


etherial in my form beſides can any per- 5 
{on doubt Sir William's fkall-in- celeſtials F<: 


by his own power ?—no, no, | ain certain; 
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So, madaiy; how « you like Sir Wil. 


© liam Lovedale now ?—now is he the mon- | 
ſter you apprehended him? now is it ne- 
cedſſary to drive him from our neighbour- IiMÞ ; 
hood ? — he's dying for you yes indeed is t 
hee are nothing with him now——he i 
Calls you angel---he ſwears you are the © 
' moſt agreeable, amiable, in ſhort, I know Ml 
not what---he talks of nothing elſe; and, t. 
my dear creature! we are come in a body 
to tell you how 2 885 you have TIN us. t 

Sit down, fit FED Ladies (finding my- 
ſellf ſurrounded with no leſs than five, all I fe 

ol them ſaluting me in the manner above) 

ſit down, I ſay, and, if you are come to 0 
demand ſatisfaction, I will endeavour to Wy 
give it in the manner moſt agreeable to Bl 
your wiſhes. ; [1 


Well! firft give 1 us back the heart of our 
: ſwain, ſaid they, laughing. | 


Take it then, for by the account-you 
once gave me, it is too hollow for 12 


Ta 


anſeſs converted into a ſmelling-bottle, and 
it ſtood out to decorate one's toilet; but, 
now | recollect it will not do for that nei- 
ther, its ſides are pierced too full of holes 


to make it capable of retaining ſans pareille; I 
it may ſerve indeed, without any alterati- 
on, for a pocket etwee, to hold one's bod- = 


kin, compals, reeds, and other little mat- 


, Wl ters---but are you. ſure, ladies, that Sir 
William has preſented me with this pretty 3 
* KISS CET wy, 3 


Yes, that we are, or you came by i it un- 


an. — . af 


No, upon my word ir ever [I nen, it | 1 
mall be a thing of greater value twan a 
trifling heart offered to every female who 3 A 
is pleaſed to think it worth her notice- 
look 'd round as 1 ſaid this, and beheld | 
every face ſaid, in wards of crimſon, © It 
has been offered to me 1 ſhould have A 
added a word or two more: on this ny - Fs - 
when Lady Randal, with a glos. my-coun- 3 
1 9 105 head erect, : Sia. 


TW 7 
| aus ur fn ati 2 


0 into he 0 oom 
= <0 Wo: aur ſubject. | 
" Thank God, I ſhall not be 3 1 = 
| immur'd with this piece of antiquated. au- 
ſterity; our family goes to town in three 
5 weeks I am never left out of thoſe de- 
lightful excurfions, and, by what I can ga- 
ther, Miſs Dighton will ſupply my abſence 


\ at the farm: Why is it I can never think 
bf her without a kind of terror ?---Ah! it 


__ ariſes from compaſſion, . which her UnCer- 
75 tain fate excites. 


My beloved Bd when will you come 
_ to England ?---1 dreamt of yau laſt night. 
AA dteamt I was tranſported to ——, 
and faw you ſiting before that very win- 
do, where your Ladyſhip has often told 
= me you ſpend whole hours, liſtening to 
* that amazing torrent of waters, whoſe aſto- 


niſning voice ſalutes you from the diſtant 
rocks ;. methought you look d pleas'd, fe- 
rene and happy. -I hope this will be the 

15 very ſituation in which I ſhall ſur prize you, 


1 ot. in perſon, but by | means of an art 5 5 4 I 
hich I mare than ever eſteem ſince I have 
been cut off from your valuable converſati. 


on.—-Adieu ! I will not tire you with pro- 


En. ̃ ! EEE 


e Ha 8 5 — 


3 
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3 with Sir William, I was inſenſible to the 


(EE 
LETTER XI. 5 


. E honour tin my fair 8 be: 


| has had that honour my fair hand] hea - 


vens! how often did he preſs it to his lips? 
---how often figh over it >---he hears me 
talk of leaving: this: neighbourhood- - he re- 
Joices that Jam going to town---his buſineſs 

in the country is almoſt finiſhed---he ſhall. 
have the ſupreme happineſs of meeting me 
there he hopes his viſit will not be dif- 
pleaſing to me—-diſagreeable to my family. 


Indeed, Lady Anne, till this interview 


Pride of my heart yet it ĩs a diſcreet pride, 

a pride of which 1 am not aſham'd=--Þ was: 
© mortify'd I own -I confeſs 1 was. 
mortify'd to be treated on the ſame footing 
with thoſe credulous girls, whoſe inexpe· 


| rience, or ſhallow underſtanding made him 


ſelect out, as proper objects fannt un mean: * 
ing n. . 


5 


Don't think, becauſe 7 8 a Ktrle | 
on this occaſion, I hold Sir William utter - 
ly unworthy my attention---no, had you 
ſeen how I look'd----how I ſmil'd-—haw 

5 - mightily I -was-pleag'd with my Partner-=- 
your Ladyſhip would have thought me ei- 
ther an adept in the art of diſſimulation, or 
; elſe in reality very much attach'd to his 
8 figure -I am call'd away -Lady Randal 
ſends for me I think I need not explain 
my meaning in regard to Sir William Love- 
e WI 


to viſit me: Mas ever audacity like this? 


W illiam !--He wears a cloſe woven maſk,--- 


8 ſhould have judg d only from appearances: 
2 "appearances would d have ſpoke him gene- 


+ would: have told me that he was over head: 


. . p 9 - 4 * - 
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r ETTER v. 


Ta. man himſelf; a PERF as Il 
| live!---I found: him. with Lady Randal.---. WM - 
He has deſired: her Ladyſfiip's permiſſion 


2 
She's charm'd with him: I never remem- MI” 


ber to have ſeen her in ſuch high good hu- 
mour. My project goes on ſwimming}y 2 
---L ſhall ſoon call him to a round reckon- 
ing -Bord help us! how cautiouſly need: 
we ſimple women liſten to ſuch men as Sir 


Before experience taught me better, I. 


rous, humane, ſincere, tender: appearances 


and ears in love with my ſweet perſon. 


. hgive * to the wind, and will. 
weg; 
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W liſten only to the dictates of 1 revenge, per- A 
fectly juſt, and not unentertaining: = — 


Provokingl- Again I am interrupted.—. AF 
Ileave you, my friend.---Lady. Randal is 
taken ſuddenly ill:-—-ſhe has 


A. 


LETTER XV. 


Is 8 Am terrified to death: - realty believe 
Lady Randal will not live three hours- I. 


8 


| wY 


have ſent for her niece: her Ladyſhip- 
knows not that I have :—ſhe has not been. 
out of a ſtrong. delirium ſince yeſterday | 
that ſhe was firſt ſciz'd :—three of the moſt 
eminent phyſicians attend: her conſtantly 
What can 1 do. more Perhaps I have 


done too much perhaps, if ſhe recovers. 


her: ſenſes, ſhe will. be diſpleas d at my 
ſending. for Sophia.— But, alas, poor wo- 
man! I fear ſhe will never more chide me 
on this or any other: occaſion.—Lreally am 
infinitely diſtreſs d: - long for the arrival 
of her. niece:— I am frighten'd. to be all: 


| 9 in the midſt of ſeenes ſo horrible. 


| © Good God! Lady Anne, what will Be-! 
come of me?—Her groans, even at the 
| diſtanceof two apartments, Foes; my ears; 


| Rand al.— 


W.-M 


—they are really terrible —How I wiſh to 
fee Miſs Dighton:—1 ſtart at my own ſha— © 
dow, - hear Lady Randal calling uren hen. 
anntig n 


Sir william n is | juſt come in: 


5 I ſuppoſe he knows nothing of our ſitu- 


ation. I refuſe going down to him :— this 
is no time to trifle. I never- thought 


L could ou what 1. now feel for Lady; 
There is ſomething: in diſ- 


treſs which melts a. ſuſceptible breaſt to 
pity, be the object ever ſo unamiable. — 


| I can write no more.— expect Sophia eve 
ry moment .—I am going to plant myſelf⁵ 
at a window, from whence I can ſee he. 
before ſhe. comes tothe houſe.— Adieu. 


Law 
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N | - yet, 
would not undertake to ſerve the lovely 


heart-breaking Sophia? — Well may 


dy Randal's danger :- 
. to you that tender anxious concern, which, 
a preſent, appears for her recoyery.—-It is 
with the utmoſt difficulty I. keep the dear 
| Sil from, fyingto to n. aunt's e mes 


LETTER * 


* 


5 £ \ thing here 1 wears a "different | 


face from what, at the coneluſien of my: 


laſt, I had reaſon to expect.—Lady Ran- 
dal has recover d her ſenſes :—ſhe is much 
botter: — we have now hopes her diſorder 


will not be fatal —— Miſe Dighton is in 
the houſe, but I have not yet broke it to 
her Ladyſhip, nor. ſhall I at any time enter 


on this taſk but with fear and trembling ;. 
is there any thing ſo difficult which 1. 


ſay her heart is breaking: I cannot tell 
you her diſtraction, WHEN inform'd of La- 
I cannot paint 


120 | 


* — 
| the is ever at the door, and on 2 
knees before it, imploring heaven with 9 
ſtreaming eyes, . uplifted: hands, and fer- 
ent ejaculations. 2 
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LETTER XVI. 


1. 1 1 mould never more e have 
taken up a pen; H itneſs heaven, 
thought it! I thought ſurprize horror — 
and indignation would have cut the thread þ 
of my exiſtence.-—Oh, Lady Ante! my 
boſom will burſt if I do not lighten it of a 
moſt dreadful ſecret - the moſt unnatural 
| — the moſt cruel tranſaction. yet I can- 
not. muſt not tell you; ;---muſt not can- 
not: oh, no! I promis'd---I ſaid I would 
not; yet to you to my deareſt friend, 
in whoſe ſecrecy I dare confide, ſhall have 
any reſerve with you ?---How I till trem- 
ble!---bow ſtill ſhudder I find 1 muſt 
give it up—-I find I muſt :---take it then 
take it whilſt I have yet ſpirits to recount 
"the e tale. 


Let me conſider a moment . W ain 
lang *-—Whoſe ſecret am I going to di- 
. Ms . 


KAR. 1 Is ] 


my own. I would not heſitate — Something _ 
for bids my proceeding ·ſome irreſiſtable * = 
power ſtops my pen ; it whiſpers me that 8 2 
' Fſhall not even to you---to you, my friend, A 


| preſent tezſon for lence will be remov's . 


frame agitated !---When ſhall I recover my 
aſtoniſhment ?---Alas, Sophia! what will 


and I believe I may aſſure your Ladyſhip 


it will not remain a month longer ungrati- 


bed, LO Randal is worſe . Wpat 1 


vulge 7---Is it my own ?---No: if it was 


5 thy po: 2 


expoſe a character never yet contaminated, 
even by ſuſpicion.— Forgive this de 
fickleneſs A time may come, when: my 


- the mometit it is, you wall not accuſe 
me of reſerve. | 


Obliged to cies this ſubject, n my head, 
my heart, my hand, will not permit me to 
engage in any other. How is my whole 


become of you * „„ 2 


I know I am al this whils exciting your : 
curioſity ; --- but have patience, madam, 


ſcene. 


. 


> 
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»feene could I relate !---I w er 
| fe 2 t wiſh it would be cruelty.—1 ſaid 


L 66 J +, A 


e---{till 1 am running 
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LETTER un. 


Os NC E more, my dear 1 after a 
filence of ten days, I take up my pen. 
The fate of Lady Randal is determin'd: 

| her cold remains were yeſterday depoſited 
in their laſt habitation ;---the Poor Sophia 
is  inconſolable. | 


* 


1 am far from forgetting my promiſe to 
your Ladyſhip, yet, at this time, I really 
cannot perform it; --- - humanity --- tender 
compaſſion will ſcarce ſuffer me even for a 
moment to leave Miſs Dighton---I ſhauld 
never pardon myſelf if I neglected any 
thing in my power, to alleviate her afflic- 3 
tion :---but, alas! the deep root it has 
W taken in her breaſt, together with her weak Þ} 
| WH Habit of body, feem to threaten a fatal con- 
ſequence, on which I cannot reflect wit 
ont, a ET N concern.-—Fain would 


Þ "Ss. 4 4 2 8 
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4 dinduet her to my father 8 houſe; but 


cannot prevail on her to leave this place. 


6 — 


perhaps in a few weeks I ſhall be more ſuc- 
ceſsful.— till then Jam reſolved to be her 
companion at the farm. My family muſt 
excuſe my attending them to town :---I 
have wrote to them already, to deſire they 
will go without me. they have conſented, 
and next Wedneſday TR age. to begin. 
their zone. 


: Ah! my dear Hay Ane can all the 
hurrying tranſports of diſſipation to a mind 
not wholly abſorb'd in pleaſures give half 
that real delight, half that innate calm ſa- 
tisfaction ariſing from the tender offices of 
a ? 


Why rote beſt of parents? 8 are 


my kind ſiſters ſo anxious on my account? 


their fears are groundleſs—-my health 


was never better my ſpirits are only 
drowſy with ſorrow.—at the ſound of any 


pleaſing event they will wake more vigo- 
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rous for having Tank: 1 under a mocuentefzf „ 
depreſſion. 8 Ec 


* 


I -have left the object * my care too long 


-I know your Ladyſhip would be the firſt 


to blame me, if I ſhould unkindly neglect 
the ſweet mourner. Forgive me then if I 


leave you to attend her: - you know not 
——you can have no idea how much ſhe 
ſtands in need of conſolation ſuch a train | 
of troubles, of diſappointments have pur- 


ſued her from her firſt entrance on the 


ſtage of life, as to hear them recounted 
would melt a heart of adamant. What 
then, Lady Anne, will yours feel? how _ 
willit fink within you when I ſend a detail 

of them, which I am very ſoon going toe 
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"LET TER XVII 


Fl NOTHER week of ſilence! ——Mifg 
Dighton has been much worſe—ſo very ill ” 


hat I have not left her bedſide for a m-- 


huis ſkill — Though I can be of no ſervice. 


ment: thank God, ſhe is now better, or! 
ſhould have ſuffer'd greatly from my ap- 
prehenſion :—ſhe has ſat up part of the day, 
eat a little chicken broth, and is, I think, 
ſurprizingly reviv' d. Doctor G, who 
attended Lady Randal, ſtill viſits my charm- 
ing patient, and I hope every thing from 


to 

to the diſorder of her body, yet I call her e 
my patient, for ſhe has a ſevere malady | 
=  preying on her mind, to remove m"_ | 

| aac alliſtance ſhall not 25 . ch 

no 


Digiivg Lady Randal!'s illneſs, 5 . ey. 
her death, a day has not paſt without pe 


bringiog a card of inquiries from s Sir Wil. 
liam. 


2 PC 
—— 


lam. —He e his uneaſineſs 105 my. 


leſt confinement ſhould hurt my ſpirits - 


his wiſhes for the recovery of my friend. 


Don't you think, my Lady, I am migh- 
tily indebted to this Adonis for fo flatter- 


ing a preference ?—Nay, [ aſſure you he 


ally in love with me: really !—for indeed, 
my dear, I believe moſt of them, poor 
fouls, have had reaſon to doubt the reality 


of his other attachments. Recover, my 
lovely Sophia Let me ſee you once able 


to leave your chamber, and Sir William 8 
Reward 1 is at no 9 diſtance. E 


Oh. Lady Anne! I hate the deteſtable 5 
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| health==his hopes of ſeeing me—his feats ® te 5d 


takes no pains to coneeal it; the whole 
neighbourhood are laying their wiſe heads 
together, it ſeems, to diſcover if he is re- 


character of a Man of Gallantry—I hate it 5 


now wick unconquerable averſion.—It was 


q F<". ah” 
* N 
I » 
$ 


ever ry. intentions to make one of them do 
Pome for that deſtructive herd of ani- 
mals; : 


n als; but ſince my acquaintance with Min 
* 5 one will hardly ſatisfy my ven- 
geance -I would facrifice a thouſand to my 
"reſentment. —Alas, ſweet girl! I fear ſhe 
has been cheated out of her peace her 


health her happineſs—perhaps her life, 
by one of theſe wretches —I will tell your 


; 3 = | Ladyſhip on what grounds I form my ſuſ- 
paicion, but ſhall firſt begin another letter. 
 —My reaſons for them are fo interwoven 
with the diſcovery of a certain black tranſ- 
action, that I cannot give you' one without 
| s the other. | 


- 
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of Sophia 5 lover is conſtant, of which 
there may be a poſſibility, for his ſake 
(whom appearances are at preſent ſo much 
93 I will abate. ſomething of my ven- 
£ 4 ice: I think Iwill even let Sir William 
eſcape with hall his intended puniſhment. 


9 
4 * 
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Farewell, my dear amiable Lady Anne! 
To- morrou, if Miſs E is well 
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enough to be left a few hours 
faithful Hannah, I will enter on my recital. 
= wiſh it was of ſuch a nature as 


: 


entertain, without diſtreſſing yon 
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A T K R *. 1 
r k begin my relation, I: may 


have occaſion to remind you, madam, that 
ſome days preceding the death of Lady 


to diſcover what J had done, conceal'd the 
knowledge of it from her Ladyſhip;— 
I ſpoke to yon of Miſs Dighton's affliction 
5 I told you her impatience, and the difh- 


| tay Randal baviutz paſſed a olerable 
night, I found Sophia leſs agitated, or at 
" kaſtunder the influence of leſs agonizing 
Con! ids than ſhe had been . to ſince 
ber arrival. 


Rejoic'd at ſo Gitteriog a change, I com- 
pell'd the reluctant girl to let me lead 


Randal, I ſent for Sophia, and being afraid 


culty I had to Ty her from her aunt's 1. 


3 * from the chamber to the wel in 


C 
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1 
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hopes air, FRO? and converſation on” Bed 

ſome ſubject more anintoreing than hey. 2 1 

aunt's illneſs, would preſerve that cam 
errenity of mind which with pleaſure Iſa we. 
or fancied I ſaw, beaming from her fair 
eyes ;z—ſhe lean'd on my atm. ſhe ſuffer d ; 
nme, as we walk'd, to try at amuſing her 
dhe even look'd as if ſhe wiſh'd to be amuſ- 
ed but a ſigh half ſuppreſſed a ſtart- 
ing tear ſpoke the inefficacy of my endea- 
_ I vours---1 was not diſcouraged- I continu- 
. BM prattling-I gathered flowers Ipreſent : 
ed them to her I pointed out their ſe veral | _ 
n Þeauties, and begged her to obſerve: how. _ 
Bl fveetly £ hand of nature had W 5 4 

5 variegated coldurs. "08 Fa = 


t. be Jook*d at then ;---ſhe ſaid with / W 
8 ait of dejection, Nature, is a tender, a * 
e kind mother--—ſhe has no neglected ot y 
ſpring- every thing to which ſhe gives 
birth, Lp the object of, her atten tion. -- 2575 1 al 


K 4 was. pleas' 9 x to hast 5 make this fe- 
u ble remack————1 thought it no! bad); 
'D 2 3 


15 


( 76 J 
ſign that her mind was enough compoſed 
to admit reflection. 


| i Having Sed a few turns, ſhe expreſs d 
a ſtrong impatience to go in and enquire 


for her aunt; but fearing I ſhould not be 


able to drag her again from the houſe, l 
prevailed on her to fit down on a ſeat in 
_ the garden, and went myſolf, in order to 
give her the latisfaction ſhe wanted. 


4 abſtaiding the little time we had 
been abſent, I found the face of affairs 
1 changed within doors, Lady Ran- 
dal's diſorder being return'd with ſuch vi- 
'olence that the phyſicians all pronounced 
they had no expectations of her * over 
"that day. 


Without £ going to her Lady hip! s cham- 


ber, I haſted back to the garden, reſolved 
tio hide the moſt alarming part of my intel- 
lgence, and only ſay ſhe was not better. | 


'I ſappoſe my countenance betrayed more 
"Woke Lin tended, for 8 N as. Le] 
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was, running, or rather flying to meet me, 
no ſooner look'd in my face, than, with a 
voice and air (the recollection of which 
even now terrifies me) ſhe frantiely ſhriek. 
ed out- She's gone !- ſhe's dead Oh, 
my cruel mother! you die---you die with- | 


out bleſſing ne! 


How ſhall 1 deſeribe my horror my 
atoniſhment !——1 caught her, dictracted 


as ſhe was, in my arms, and exerted all 


my ſtrength to ſupport her, as ſhe ſeem'd 
panting for breath :---I know not what I 
faid---F only know that, by ſome means o 
other, I made her underſtand Lady Ranges 55 


dal was not dead, which led to ſuch a 
ſcene as my memory never never can loſe 


fight of.--Again I ſee her at my feet--l feel 


her eagerly embrace my knees---I feel my 


boſom wet with her ſtreaming tears, as: 
kneeling by the dear diſtracted creature I 
caught her ſinking head upon my ſhoulder; 


—Theſe were the effects of her firſt tran- 


| hor ts, when ſhe recollected, on a diſcovery 


Db hurtied: 
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wre tia her by the violence of for ( 
mow and ſorrow. SE FN 9 
= All my conſolatory efforts . * 
| _ - ortive, as ſhe was infenſible to my ſooth -I 
ings: even when ſhe franticly beſought 

my ſilence, in the diſtreſſing manner I have I | 
deſcribed, ſhe was inattentive to the aſſu- t 


rances I gave, not to let her ſecret paſs my 
lips ;- nor ſhould it ever, even to you, 
Lady Anne, had not death removed the 
only perſon whom it would have affected 
with ſhame: that one cannot now ſuffer 

A =o from a diſcovery, nor is there any left be- 
* hind her whom it can poſſibly injure;---0n 
; 1 te contrary, it muſt reflect honour on S0. 
78 _ phia, and give your Ladyſhip a very plea- 
= A{ing opinion of that faithful, worthy do- 
2 meſtic, whofe fidelity is not more the ob- 

* Dy 7 of wonder than admirativh. 


go on ww > Mt nat of ay”. ms ep 


111 lb not RIFT with 1 of re: 

__ 8 cold unſuſceptible aſhes, yer I | N 

* 85 with horrer han | configer 1 kigd 8 
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| 1 79 8 _-- 
of fear by which Miſs Dighton was agitated, i 
when the ſecret of her birth unpremedita- 
edly eſcaped her.- --Would you belieye it, 
madam, the ſhock proceeded from appree 
henſion, from dread of her mother's une - 
tinguiſhable fury, ſhould, ſhe ever ſuſpect, _ 


her having inform'd - any living * 1 
their connection. | 


After repeating a thouſand 1 
not to drop the moſt diſtant hint, by which 
this unnatural parent ſhould: ſuppoſe ME | 
ſecret divulged, Sophia held out her trem- 
bling hand, and ſaid, with a deep lh. 
vubilſt I preſſed it between both mine, Iam 
yet ſafe . Vou will not betray me 2 Lead 
me, madam-- lead the unhappy daughter 
of Lady Randal to her expiring parent! 
you aſſure me ſhe is not dead: let me * 
to her---let me kneel to implore her bleſ. 
ae me go before it is too late! IF 


1 banal) knew what reply to make; 3 — 
Lfelt the blood forſake my face, yet, un- 
e D 4 "I 


i A . 

willing to augment her deſpair, I did not 
fay how very ill her Ladyſhip was —I only 
faid that I would return with her whenever 
ſhe pleaſed that I would go to her mo- 
ther's apartment, and having a little pre- 
par'd her for the interview, bring them 1 im- 
mediately together. 


She ſeem'd fatisfied with this promiſe, 
and ſuffer'd me to aſſiſt her back to her 
chamber. 


Whilſt I Gat with her, pee n Lady 
Randal was fallen aſleep, ſhe addreſſed me 
in this manner: The late ſtrange behavi- 
our, my compaſſionate friend, to which 
you have been a witneſs, muſt excite your 
curiolity I would fatisfy it, but my 
ftrength'is too much gone---my ſpirits too 
much flutter'd condeſcend to receive it 
from my faithful Hannah ſhe is acquainte 
ed with every tranſaction of my life —ſhe 
ſhall conceal nothing from you. 


"Here, 


Here, my dear Lady Anne, - 
narrative —— I go down 
to receive the viſit of a ſtranger, who de- 
fires, it ſeems, to ſee me on important 


ed to drop my 


buſineſs. 


I am oblig- 


GH gueſs the catechiſm I have paſſed through. 


My” 
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PON my word, a very extraordinary | 
_-Friſior. You cannot, my dear friend, 


ſince I left you :---I believe I anſwer'd auk- 
wardly enough---of this I am certdin, that 
never on any ſudden attack did I find my- W 


ſelf more unprepared---more- perplex d-— | 


more counfounded---I can n. yet rally 
my _ 


tition. — Theſe men----theſe hoy 


could I rail againſt their perfidy !- not that 
ever I ſuffered from their inconſtancy, in 
my own perſon, but my heart is at this: 
moment bleeding for two, that have not, 


Lfear, eſcap d on ſuch eaſy terms. _ 


wa, £ 
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 vith---the other I will make haſte and in- 


but, poor Lucy! what can be ſaid for your: 


i of SELLS you... 


inſtances of man's fickleneſs to frighten me 
Jes, a ſingle life ſhall be my fate, unleſs--.. 


. perceive by one ſingle: word drop d fromm 


che moſt perfect felicit , 3 


viſor had been cmd ec, a- worm :of 


x 
7 


One of them _ are not acquainted; 


troduce to you. There is no abſolute 25 
certainty that Sophia's lover is inconſtant; {hs | 8 


ingrate ?- he has removed even a. poſibili- | 
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It ſeems-as if Diana was reſolved to keep 
me in Her train, by ſending ſuch repeated 


from any connection with that cruel ſex: 
I ay no more---abintis ſufficient ou may.” 
my unguarded. pen, . that I am not abſo- 4 


lately determin'd againſt a ſtate in which : : 
your Ladyſhip has often told me * enjoy, 1 
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K . 5 
As I entered the parlour, to whhih my 


about forty, genteel in perfor arid appear- 
ance; advanced to meet me, having firſt 


turn d the ſalutatom of a courteſſ· -“ 


. her under a good deal of concern, and. 5 


3 1 
leading her to a chair, defir'd ſhe would 1 
inform me to what I was indebted for the 
a} honour of her company. | 


My bilnck to you, madam, is of an: 
extraordinary nature, reply d ſhe, and be- 
fore I can ven ture to declare it, I muſt not 
only intreat your pardon, but alſo that you 
will condeſcend to anſwer a few queſtions 
I eſſential to my peace ;---ſo very eſſential, 
E that I cannot excuſe myſelf from aſking 
them, though, perhaps bo fo great a liber- 

ty, I may incur the i imputation of an imper- 
oy dem intruder. 


== Sbe ſeem'd Wei a Sitatech and before: 
Ĩ could deliver my anſwer, which would 
3 have -—_ far from * ſhe went 


Lam an entire ſtranger to your perſo 
madam, yet with your character I am well 
acquainted: I honour that candour for 
198 you are n approved; and 


by 


7 35 1 3 
by a knowledge of it, am a encouraged w 1 
a e 3 


1 bowd, and e 3 5b | 
earneſtly at t me, as ſhe ſpoke. | 0 


Do you, 3 admit the 3 of Sir 1 
William Lovedale ? — Has he made an 
pretenſions to your heart ?—Does he eng- 


tertain you with his. paſſion ?—Are "ou ate 
tached to him? 


Such a ſtring of queries, delivered ras 
| ther abruptly, made me feel as if I had 
been thunder ſtruck.——T told you, my 
Lady, I was never more unprepared, per- 

plexed and confounded—indeed, I never. 
in my- whole life felt more aukwardly: :— 
had I been really in love with the man, my — oF 
ſimple bluſhes. could not. have 1 8 
. EE "x 


4 


Madam, ſaid the Lady; riſing, you: iden i 
an ingenuous countenance it has anſwered Þ 
all my queſtions—T. ſhall not give you te 
ain of a further declaration he will in- 


& 8; [ 86 T „ 
a be an 1 incorrigible wretch, if beds 


not try to deſerve your preference. 


3 . Adieu! madam, let me intreat you: will. 
forgive the freedom of my viſe: 


By this time I was 8 8 3 my 
eonſternation, which had before prevented 
my interrupting her; —I ſtep'd towards 
her —I got hold of her hand faid, we. 
muſt not, madam, part in this manner; a 


lady of your apparent good underflanding, 


muſt- have juſtifiable motives for a Proce-- 
dure ſa. extraordinary: — be kind enough 
to indulge me with them, and ſuffer me to 
aſſure you, the gentleman you mention, 
bas never ſeriouſly addreſs d me, and, if 
- he had, 1 and no Fee in my. heart. 
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=> ming young hay: ſhe was: pkersd 


to call me, and ſighing, ſaid, ſne wiſh'd- 
very one, to whom he: had offer'd his 
vows, could have; receiy'd- them with: the 
nnn ee l, een . 
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E Satin leck a again, at my entreaties, it: 
is too much the mode for. young men 
to flatter women under the diſguiſe ofßBa 
ſincere paſſion, tho, in In reality, they in- 1 


: enough to. believe * N i 


tends to convince. me, your reaſan, for ho- 
nouring me. at this time, with Wu. * 


Fa, ſex has been . ſtigmatiz d. 1 
Sh * N Well, 


. 


ſaid I., however, I own nature has not 
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tend nothing ferious by ſueh profeſſions, 
and often laugh at. thoſe who are "OF; 


Every thing you ſay, madam, reply'41;.. 4 


ſence, is not a common reaſon. 


0 5 confeſs i it, e 8 ought to 70 3 


have no reſerve to a lady, whoſe candour- | 
has laid me under particular. obligations; 1 I 
and, if you command it, my motives ſhall. : - 
be immediately e 0 


1 have no right to com wand, ac 3 


d me without mixing a a certain ingre- - 
dient in my. compoſit tion, for which our 


TE 
Well, reply'd ſhe ſmiling, T am not 6 
Httle acquainted with curioſity myſelf, as 
not to know what it often ſuffers: from ſuſ- 
penſe, and ſhall no longer withhold. from 
you the occaſion of my viſit. 


There was ſomething ſo charming in this 
woman, a mixture of ſo. much wiſdom— 


— what ſeem'd. to give her uneaſineſs. 
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1 Pentel on her to drink a cup of choco- 
5 Words 8 


1 Bond, has a ward that we both fondly love 
La deſerving, good girl, who tenderly 
returns our affection whom we have 


brought up from an infant, and conſider. 
Our own A 


good humour and gracefulneſs, that I felt 
particular impatience, to be inform'd of 


4 . Having paid my ne for 
the intended favour of her confidence, and. | 


My huſband, madam, . whoſe name is: 


s 
. Yrs 4 25 
7 I 
© 
* ; _ 


1 8 . 1 

in the neighbourhood where we Se | 

hv'a alſo Sir James Lovedale, father to that 
Sir William, on whoſe. account I came 

hither. ty 


| Between the young gentleman and our 
dear Lucy, there ſeem'd. for many years 
a very tender attachment, and often has 
he proteſted, nothing prevented him from 
declaring his paſſion, in the moſt open man- 
ner, but the fear of enraging his father, to 


whoſe ſordid diſpoſition none of us were 


FS 


ſtrangers. | : 


Believing the ſon generous in his inclinge_ I a 3 


tions, as he was amiable in his perſon, my 
huſband ſuffer'd his viſits, and not a day by 
paſſed without ſpending a great part of it" 
with us; for though our Lucy had but ne 


thouſand pounds which ſhe could call her - 1 
own, yet we entertained ſuch a flattering 1 


opinion of the dear girl, that we thought it 


impoſſible for a man, who had once loved I E:. 3 
her, ever to carry his affections to another = 


woman. 
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At length the great obſtacle to our wiſhes 
nas removed, Sir James died, and left Mr. 
8 Lovedale (now Sir William) at liberty to 
purſue his inclinations. —His firſt viſit gave 
us no ſuſpicion our beloved charge ſeem- 
cd to have loſt no aſcendency over him, 
and at every ſubſequent interview we ex. 
5 pected he would declare his impatience to 
become her huſband ;—but when, about a 
month after the death of Sir James, he talk- 
ed of going abroad to wear off his melancho- 
lvy, I ſhudder'd for the peace of my child, 
and, Mr. Bond ventur'd to aſk him, with 
no very cordial air, what were his intenti-. 
ons in regard to his ward, who had juſt be- 
fore left the roam; he anſwered they 
Vere perfectly honourable; that there was 
not a woman in the world he would prefer 0 
before her; but, for both their ſakes, 
thought it neceſſary, he ſhould know more 
of life, before he commenced Benedict, 
that was his light expreſſion, which made 
* aa A more eng and he 808 5 | 


him, in a 1 4 tone; no man on carth . 


| ſhould trifle ih his deſerving Lucy. 


Nothing is further from my intention, Y 
25% dear ſir, replied he; by heaven, 
would with this hand ſtab my perfidious 

beart, was it capable of harbouring even 

but a ſlighting thought of my Lucy! ſatis- 
ft yourſelf, Mr. Bond, that as ſoon as I 


come to England, which ſhall be in a few 


months, I will marry your moſt amiable 


he and Huey: to make her beppy. | 


We could fay nothing to this ; yet, 1 


eld, from that moment, 1 bees: to en- 
- tertain ſuſpicions, not in favour of his con- 


ſtancy; ; however, madam, I ſhall nat _ | 6 


| * Fur attention, by repeating. wn 


Here could not avoid interrupting lg —_— 
'T am happy, ſaid I, that my ſentiments _ 


ſeem to correſpond with thoſe. of a la 


| th very experienced, and by far q much a ; . 
better judge of mankind, chan I can pe-. 
dend to * 1 ke, Mrs, Bond, Your ſenti- 


ments 


Fats 


( 92 ] 
ments, as clearly as if you expreſſed them; 
you have no opinion of that man's honoura- 
able deſigns, who miſſes the firſt opportu- 
$ nity of realizing them :—for my part, I 
* hold a dangler in fo odious a light, that! 
® would fly to the utmoſt parts of the earth 
to avoid him. 


timents, returned ſhe.---- 


Again I interrupted her, pray, my dear 
Mrs: Bond, proceed, or I ſhall not forgive 
myſelf for breaking the thread of your a- 
greeable narrative. 


Wo will obey you, W will,gel you 
Sir William left England, that he correſ- 
ponded with our Lucy very affectionately, 
during his abſence, and that he came down 
to us, as ſoon as he returned, fraught with 
hats ſymptom of his former paſſion. 


a» 
#: 
+» 


Lucy did not happen to be then with us, 
ſhe was gone to my huſband's mother, who 
_ _ hvesin this neighbourhood, and of whom 
—_—_ me 


Indeed you are not miſtaken in my ſen- 


l 


5 


8 5 L A 
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me is paſſionately fond -—he followed her ; 
hither much to our ſatisfaction, being as 


well pleaſed as though ſhe had receiv'd his 


viſits under our own inſpection. 


80 you now "ot Lady Anne, what the 
magnet was, which drew the Man of Gal- 


lantry to our peaceful quarter. 


1 heard: conſtantly from my Lucy, con- 


tinued Mrs. Bond — in her letters ſhe always 


mentioned Sir William, but not a word of 
marriage; the alteration of her ſtile 
alarmed me—I thought! diſcovered in it 


a fixed melancholy, and a hint I received. ñ 


from my mother, made me reſolve to ſee 
ber directly.— Mr. Bond, did not oppoſe. 
my wiſhes; yeſterday I arrived, and after 
a long converſation, I prevailed on the dear 


girl to confeſs ſhe was not happy.—She 


told me ſhe ſaw Sir William but ſeldom, © 
and that ſhe feared he had other attach- 
ments in this place :—You, madam, were 2 
mentioned as the particular object of his 


e ;-—whilft my dear amiable Lucy: 


wept 


— % 


* 


a 


Shes.” 


1 


92 the loſs! of her lover's afeQion:--ſhe 
did juſtice to your character, which fame 
had reported to her, and from your on 
. I reſolv'd to know if ſhe had any fout- 


dations for her fears on your account :--- 
1 caime---] was abrupt in my enquiries- 


I fancied I ſaw his guilt, and, pardon me, 
if I ſay your partiality, in the blufhes 
which overfpread your face---I thought 

myſelf convinced-+-I was going to leave you 
AI was going to ſet out immediately with 


my child to carry her from a place where 


the fight of her perfidious lover would on- 
A ſerve to keep alive a paſſion which, for 
her peace ſake, it was neceſſary ſnould be 
You have generouſly 
undecei ved me, madam----you aſſure me 
he has made no ſerious offer of his heart to 
you — he may be innocent --- I will now 
return to my Lucy---I will ſee Sir William 
Sl. will talk with him---I. will know what 
are his intentions-—he ſhall: no longer dally ä 


wich her affections-—unle ſs he very ſoon.. 
e to * her, I will take her 


* 


ny; where 


o 
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| here he ſhall never ſee her mere — 1 will | 


try to make the dear ehild forget ler una- 
| vatling preference, and e Her t ta 
| abandon him fot Ever. 


I mai nothing, you may be hate 3 
Mrs: Bond's intentions; on the contrary, 
told her how very much I approved them. 
pon my word, my Lady, I ſee no poſ- 
ſibility of Lucy's being ever ſettled; at leaſt "* 
happily ſettled with's man of filth ineon - 2 


ſtant, urſteady, wavering principles. - 


1 parted With great reluctance from 59 

Bond.—-She is à eharming woman, 2 
has promis d t& ſee me again before the. 
leaves this country---when I hinted a wiſh... 
that ſhe would bring her ward with her, 
ſhe very readily promiſed to oblige me. 


New anſwer me, my dear Lady Anne, | 
What are your ſentiments of Sir William: "if 


if he warries his Lucy, I will relinquiſh : - 


my debt if th woe be to him. 


' You read a great deal:---I dare ſay your 
Ladyſhip has read Paſtor Fido. Do you 


remember the following paſſage ?---conſider 
itt over-tell me if you think ſuch ad- 
” vice is mal à propos to thoſe of our ſex, who, 
by youth, beauty, or fortune, are ſubject 
do the addreſſes of rovers like Sir William 1 
Lovedale. | 3 ; 


7 
n= 4 


, UE eee 


rand wear out 


. . 
as _ 


5 Adieu! my charmin 


3 ing to ſit an hour with Scha. c 


© 2 m- 
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LETTER XxI. 


I. Went to Miſs Dighton! 5 ce with 


An intent to divert her melancholy, by 
relating the adventure I gave you in my 
laſt-- by giving a ſketch of Sir William's 


-perſon-and character, and by telling her 
the favour I deſigned him; but finding - 
Her ſpirits in a ſinking mood, at the ſame Wo 

time conſidering there was a lively ſimila- 
rity in her ſituation, and that of poor Lu- 
cy's, I laid my intention aſide, and having 9 
fat by her till ſhe fell into a little doſe, M 
which J hope will be refreſning, 1 am comes! _ 1 


back to an employ that never fails to de- 
light me---Yes, my deareſt Lady Arne, 
upon my ſincerity, I aſſure you, I have 


few enjoyments more pleaſing than that of : 9 | 


uritisg to your Ladyſhip. 


Sir William Lovedale has we beige — 


face Mrs. Bond left me---I pretended in- 
R diſpoſi :- 
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di iſpoſitien--1 abſolutely Seeed to f 5 e 
methinks I would not cafry my ese on 
any further *till I know if he intends to 
deal honourably by the ward of Mrs. Bond 
if not, I again repeat, woe be to him, 


When I firſt began a correſpondence iſ 
with your Ladyſhip, how little did I dream © 
of the many incidents that would croud to 
my pen, and claim the diſtinguiſhing ho- 
nour of your attention l. my ſcribblings 
were only to inform you that I was well 
that I lov'd you---that I thought of you 
E.. continually ;---inſtead of which, I have ran 
into characters, narrations, hiſtory, and the 


"WOE IE) Tm 
MY AW ou Fs 5 
4 * 4 


* lord knows what :-- one, and that very in- 
2 45 33 
5 eſting. ſtill remains untold-- take it then, 


Y . 5 my dear Lady Anne; and, by way of varie · 
5 0. take it thus. FE 


"The Hiſtory of Mr 5 Sophia Dighton 


EZ K 47 Randal, whoſe auſtere characler 
n are not e with, rentgioed 


2 * 5 i. a, 
7 /-bF -3 
x * PS 7 8 


in n . hs 1 marriage, wbilſt nc, 
E Sir Gregory went to Jamaica to ſettle ſome ml 
| affairs of his deceaſed father's, who had + WM 

been a very opulent merchant in that trade. 


Sir Gregory ſtay d abroad two years, in 
which time his lady, having many perſo- 
. nal attractions, captivated the heart of a2 
8 | young cornet in the guards; notwith- 


| ſtanding her great prudence nad exem- 

; plary virtue, he found means to lull her 
: diſcretion aſleep ;—he took advantage af 
an unguarded moment, and brought | her 
a 

"x on a level with thoſe poor wretches, againſt 


pom unpitying violence. a 


Sophia, being the conſequence of this 
e- MW amour, was born about four months be- 
fore the return of Sir Gregory. No 


whom ſhe was always the firſt to exclaim | 3 


= p > A 
+ I. - 2 
p 8 OS =, > 


living creature was privy to her birth, 5 


cept one woman who had attended Lad 
er Randal from her infancy. _ 


1 
2 4 . 
: ©) 

> ” 

2 * 


Hannah, tho! ſhe felt Fe moſt aden 
IP kh, at this 8 ſtep of her lady * 
7 od. £ E 2 wy : could 


We [ 100 1 

1 could not behold the alfliction with which 

1 it was attended, or think of what the con- 
ſequence of a diſcovery would be, with- 
out trying and ſaying all in her power to 
alleviate her lady ſhip's 2 appre 
henſions. 


Lady Randal ſoon perceiv'd ſhe had 
every thing to expect from the compaſſio- 
nate tenderneſs of ſo faithful a ſervant, and 
ventur'd to propoſe, as the only means to 
ſave herſelf from the moſt ſcandalous infa- 
my, that, as ſoon as the child made its ap- 
pearance, ſhe ſhould convey it out of the 
Kingdom. 


Hannah had attended her lady, when a a 
girl, at one of the moſt eminent French i 
ſchools about London, and had acquired all 

- tolerable knowledge of the language; a cir- iſ | 
cumftance which made Lady Randal fix on 

F France for the retreat of her child. 

3 3 well-imagin'd plan this, and alrogether as 

= - yell Executed. 
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Her ladyſhip, ſome weeks before her l 


livery, retired from the world, under pre. 
tence of indulging a melancholy, contracts 4H 


ed by frequent dreams, wherein ſhe had 
- | feen her huſband kill'd, ſhipwreck'd, or 
under ſome terrible diſaſter. 


Every body blam'd her credulity, but | 
5 none ever ſuſpected the real reaſon of her 
i abſence, and when ſhe came back to re- 

0 ceive Sir Gregory, ſhe was rallied by her; 
. friends and acquaintance, on the ſuperſti. 1 
- tous motive of her leaving them. — 


1 cannot proceed with any other tranſ- 
actions in England, as I am uninformed of 3 
them, except that Sophia's father died from 
a fall off his horſe, a few days before her 
birth, as he was giving chace to a ſtag, 1 | 
r- turned out by ſome noblemen, on Epping 1 
on foreſt. — 


Whatever Lady Randal al for the 5 
| death of her lover was ſo carefully conceal- 
ler ed, that Hannah, who never left her a mo- 
7 TRE 5 2 5 . 42 * E 3 = REN | ment, | 


of - 


1 

ment, declares ſhe did not ſee the flighteſt 
appearance of concern; nay, aſſures me 
that, before the accident happened, ſhe 
had prevailed on her lady to promiſe, in the 
moſt 'folemn manner, that ſhe would ne- 
ver ſee him more if ſhe could avoid it, and 
on no pretence whatever would admit ano- 

ther viſit from him z nor, till ſhe had 
obtained this promiſe, would the good 
creature undertake to manage a conceal- 


ment, without which neither her reputa- 


tion, or the love of her huſband, could have 
been preſerved. 


Sophia was a . old wa Lady? Ran- 
dal obliged Hannah to ſet out with her in- 


fant charge for a remote corner in France, 


the deſtined place of her future reſidence. 


= 8  —Juft / efore their departure, W a 


ſpoke t ber in the following terms :— 


Hannah (ſaid ſhe) I am more obliged 
to you than I can poſſibly expreſs; but to 
make the obligation you lay me under 
rand anne, w_ _ Rogan . 


[ 231 - 
form what I am going to requeſt of you—— _ ® 


ever ſince my unfortunate conduct I have 
not enjoyed one moment's quiet, leſt my 
hitherto unblemiſhed reputation ſhould ſuf- 
fer from it:—I do not mean particularly | 


at this time—no, it is a diſcovery, even 
from the moſt diſtant period, e ne- 
= ver ſhould ſurvive, 


6 Here, Hannah cried ſhe) are 
* bank- notes for fifteen hundred pounds. | 
Lou muſt, from this hour, conſider your 
ſelf the mother of that child, who, I con- 41 | 
feſs, I cannot love, or even bear in my 7 ; 
ſight, becauſe ſhe reminds me of my im- _ = 
prudence.—Take her with you to Francez _* 
if you ftay in England my life will be a 
Il muſt never ſee the little 


torment: 


wretch again: I muſt never eyen hear 7 
from you about her.—I ſhould nechave i in- 


ſiſted on your obſerving this ſilence, Was 
there not a poſſibility that your letters may 


ſoa. into other hands n mine—thereſate! | 


„ö.. + —R_zs 


= Take the notes I offer; the ſum they con- 
__ © tain will provide for you both genteelly.— _ 
: I hall not trouble my head about the edu- 
EF cation you think proper to beſtow on So- 

E phia;—it is enough that I am ſatisfied of 
your goodneſs of heart, and that alſo muſt 

be her ſecurity.“ | | 


Well, Lady Anne, what think you of 
this parental charge I could ſpeak---but 
. no: I will not clog this recital with my 
WF reflections. 


3. Hannah wept when ſhe came to this part 
of her tale. She aſſured me nothing, but 
being witneſs to the unconquerable averſi- 
on Lady Randal had taken againſt the in- 
nocent child, could have prevailed on her 
co comply with her ladyſhip's laſt and moſt 
unnatural propoſitions ;---but (purſued ſhe) 
4 I felt ſuch fondneſs for the deſerted orphan, 
. that I came into all her meaſures, and ſoon 
b alter left England, hugging the Heer e 
. | 28: Jafant to my boſom.” 3 
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Bleſs me, where am | proceeding — "2 
Behold, my dear friend, I am running in- 
to the very words of this good woman, 
when I intended telling you the whole tale 
in my own.---I do it only for the ſake of 
brevity on all other accounts, I profeſs | 
to your Ladyſhip, it will greatly loſe from. 2 
the exchange. "> 


Hannah's refidence, for the firſt ten years, 
was fixed at the cheapeſt and moſt retired. 
part of France, where, . pafling for a widow 
who bore the name of Drax, and aſſuming i 
that of mother to her little charge, ſhe liv- 7 
ed with ſuch ſtrict ceconomy as very ue | 
ſiderably increaſed her finances. 


Sophia being arrived at the age of a 
Hannah removed to Paris, and placed her | 
m a celebrated nunnery;-----The day on > 4 
which : ſhe- conducted her thither, ſhe ſaid 1 
to her, my dear child, you are now go- 
5 ing to a ꝑlace where you will be inſtructed 
in thoſe accompliſhments which it is neceſ⸗ I 4 
y ou to attain ;=-— neglect nothing to 
os OR make | 
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make yourſelf miſtreſs of every polite ac- 
75 quirement: be indefatigable in your en- 


dea vours to improve: — perhaps you will 


one day find the improvements you now 


may make, of ſervice in rendering you dear 
to a perſon who can lift you above your 
preſent ſphere :----in trying to acquire the 
perfeQtions I am now ſending you in pur- 
ſuit of, forget that you are the child of an 
obſcure widow, who at her death can leave 
you only a few hundreds, that will make 
ſuch accompliſhments unneceſſary. —1 


would have you, my dear Sophia, ra- 


ther conſider yourſelf as though you were 


born the daughter of ſome great lady, who 


Can, * ſhe pleaſes, raiſe you to af- 


The charming child, too young to un- 


derſtand this hint, threw her little arms a- 


bout the neck of her ſuppoſed parent, and 
1 in her face, Why, my dear mo- 
ther (ſaid ſhe) ſhould 1 ſuppoſe myſelf the 
child of a great lady?—Are . you my 
25 — mamme 4 


1 OS 
mamma -I would not be any other per- 
- ſon's daughter for the world !—Indeed I © 
will be a good girl, and learn every thing 
you bid me.” 


No, no, my deareſt Sophia (cried PR 
delighted creature, almoſt ſtifling her with 
careſſes) never ſhall you find a mother that 
loves you more, or half —half ſo fondly as 
Id : but my dear little charmer muſt not 

forget to follow her improvements as tho? 
ſhe was the child of a mucirgreater Pers; 


Ah, Lady Anne I am every moment 
a witneſs the lovely girl gave her faithful 
monitreſs no reaſon to complain, that her 
wiſe injunctions were neglected. Never 
ſaw I any young creature more perfectly N 
accompliſhed ;—every minute 1 ſpend. in + 
her company ſhews me ſome new per- 
fedtion. Tn. 


1 


Sophia remained at her convent "ill ne 
enter'd her ſeventeenth year, when Han-. 


E bene could not 5, prevesl on her to ſtay longer, 
PRES . becauſe 


7 Tet 1 


because her expences there made the old 
ks live more near than her dutiful heart 


2 could bear to be the occalion of. 


She had been * but a few nde 


in which time ſhe had lived perfectly re- 


tired, when going one day to attend divine 
ſervice at our ambaſſador's chapel, ſhe was. 


followed home to the door of their little 


habitation by a footman in a rich livery ; 


OD an incident which would have paſſed un- 
noticed, had not Hannah perceived him 

. from the window. As to Sophia, ſhe ne- 
ver looked behind her, or if The had, would 
very probably have entertained no | ſuſpici- 
Z L on that he followed her. | . 


That ſame afternoon ſhe got permiſſion 
811 the perſon ſhe called and believed to 
be her mother, to viſit ſome. former ac- 

uaintances at the convent.—Scarce five 
5 5 minutes had ſhe been gone from the houſe, 
When a young gentleman, plain but 885 
T . | 3 ob dreſſed, made his Parr — 


: TV 
the common ſtile, both in manner and ad. 
dreſs, received him wish all the politeneſ 
ſhe could command. — MF 


& Madam (Aid the Kearns 1; was: this 5 


morning at the ambaſſador's chapel, where 3 
Thad the happineſs to ſee your daughter, a 
young lady whoſe perſon is ſo pleaſing, *$ 
| Whoſe character ſo unexceptionable, that : 
I have received from her a laſting impreſſi- 4 
on I am ſerious, madam, and ſhall be 
miſerable if you do not permit me to hope 
for the honour of her and your acquain- 
tance. My name is Stanley; my fortune 
tolerable at preſent — will be much increaſ. 
ed after the death of an infirm father 
my family reſpectable my own character, 4 
I have reaſon to. think irreproachable.— 1 | _ 3 
am juſt arrived in France :—if I have any Y 
| fatisfaQtion here, it muſt be from the ho- 5 4 

nour of your acquaintance—if Thave any JF 
felieity, it muſt ariſe from yourloyely; am-. ; 
"Ibis daughter. VVV 
1 a 
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ie ſtill declares there was ſo 3 5 


— Hncerity 1 in this man's appearance, that ſhe 
cannot, even now, bring her heart to ſuſ- 


pect ĩit.— In ſhort, it ſeems he talk'd him- 


"ſelf ſo far into her good graces, that ſhe 


believed every word he uttered——ſhe 
thought him the fineft ' gentleman in the 
world, and reſolved, if Sophia ſhould hap- 


pen to be of the ſame Opinion, not to ob- 


rent ſatisfaction. 


ſtruct, but rather promote their union ;— 


E however ſhe very prudently veil'd her in- 
 tentions, civilly inviting him to drink tea 


—which invitation he accepted with appa- 


57 chance the lady, * Sophia went 


= to ſee at the convent, had been ſent for that 
day by a perſon of quality, ſo that ſhe came 
back juſt as Hannah and her new acquain- 
tance were ſeated at the tea- table. — The 


good creature confeſſed to me how much 


the unexpected preſence of Sophia delight- 
ed her; for by this time ſhe-had no bigher | 


viſh, than that her dur. child wg: 5 


4 
cure 5 
— 1 N 
3 
0 4 — * . 
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cure the heart of an admirer, who appeat- * "of 
ed, in her eye, the moſt accompliſhed man ] 


\ 


on earth. 


Mr. Sales after going 8 a for- 


mal introduction, proteſted, with an air of 


tranſport, that he looked upon the return 
of Sophia as a miracle work d by Fate i in 


1 1 
1 * 


his favour, and ſoon, by the moſt paſſionate 
but reſpectful behaviour, made her under- = 


ſand to whom his viſit was intended. 


Under the ſanction. of a a ſuppoſed patent, _ 


Miſs Dighton, without reluctance, con- 4 


ſented to his viſits, and every interview- 
convinced her more and more, of a diſin- 
tereſted, lively, ſincere attachment in the 12 


#5 


Week of her lover. 


As ſhe ſeldom or ever ſtitred from ths 1 
houſe... he ſpent almoſt all his hours in her 
company ;—his whole ſtudy was to „ 1 


—and the object of that ſtudy ſeemed to 
de his adored Sophia; yet, by what I can 


gather, his EOS of love were always | 4 


_ * 


_— 


_— [m2 1 
P "Up delivered i in general terms, that! is, he did 
not make a direct offer of his hand ——he 
would ſigh over her's---he would preſs it to 

his lips · to his boſom; he would vow no 
other woman could ever make him happy 

— ſwear not to ſurvive the moment which 
made another man her huſband---wiſh 
that time arrived when he could preſent a 
fortune worthy her acceptance ;---he would 

often aſk on what ſhe could be happy- he 
Would preſs her warmly to tell him; ſhe 
has told him ſhe has mentioned 
ſomething moderate; having no immode- 
rate wiſhes of expence to gratify; ; 
he has devoured her words with rapture. 
---he has gazed on her with admiration 
dhe has called up the moſt tender concern 
= to his countenance, and then cried out 
| + (preſling her hand to his lips) © No, no, 
my angel! if you have..goodneſs enough 
do be content with ſuch a narrow ſtipend, 
I love you too well to contract yout views 
of happineſs ;---there are a thouſand neceſ- 


* 
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fary accommodations not in the power af” 


of them.“ 


Hannah was very minute in telling me 


theſe things, as an apology, I ſuppoſe, for 
believing him ſincere in his affections.— 


How could they believe him otherwile, hs | 
experienced as they were in we arts | of that 27 


1 ſex } 


After their acquaintance wich Mr. Stil 3 
ley had continued on this footing about ſix- ©; 
months, in which time, no doubt, Sophia's 
affections were very tenderly engaged, he *- 2 
one day ſent her a letter, ſignifying, that ES] 4 
he had been drawn in by a party of his IE 
friends, when he leaſt intended it, to be pre- 
ſent at the approaching carnival at Rome, 
and not able to take a perſonal leave for _ 
ſo long a ſeparation, choſe this method 0 I 
bid her adieu, adding a thouſand proteſta- 0 
tions of love, e and W of re- Fa i 


that little to beſtow, and I ſhould die 0 | 3 
ſee you, by my means, cut off from any Bs. 


E << x 


pe. 


turn; fince which time they have neither 
Ren ble” or heard any thing concerning 


4 Poſitively, if ever I ſpeak again to Sir 
William, I will enquire about this Mr. 
I Stanley; — he may know ſomething of him: 
EI fear they are too much of a feather not 
do come under one of the vulgar proverbs 
lam arrived at the very brink of—not 
a precipice, my dear Lady Anne, but of 
EF this paper, and muſt begin another letter 


"% 


to continue my narrative. 
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M Y fair patient has paſſed a nee 4 
night ;—ſhe looks and ſpeaks fo much bet- 


ter to- day than ſhe did yeſterday, that 1 
begin to entertain the moſt flattering. ex- 
Pectations. 


I have juſt had a ER chat with her, the 
ſubject Mr. Stanley, who I diſcover ſhe does 
not abſolutely condemn of infidelity —a 23 
thouſand accidents may detain him in Rome 4 4 
—letters may miſcarry---he may, at this 
very time, be ſeeking her in France IF I 

This, I perceive, is the manner in which 
| te argues with her heart, though her 
tongue has not declared it ſo plainly. 
Alas! how natural this kind of Seal, 
where we are loth to quit an attachment 
which is pleaſing to us which we have be- 3 
lieved hvely, ſincere and tender. —But, to. 1 f 4 4 
continue my adventures 4 


I Mr. Stanley had taken bimſel from. 
„ but a few days, when Hannah 8s 


attacked! 


hy * $84 | 
4 Fo = * * 2 = 
f 4 > 3%. © | » 

8 


f attacked by a diſorder, 15 very violent 8 
4 2 ſeemed to baffle the force of medicine. Ge 
Sophia, with the- moſt dutiful attention, 
F = watched continually in her chamber; nor 


could all the good creature's intreaties pre- 8 


„ Vail. — her to leave it, even for an _ Pa 
2 ay 1 : 
3 E One day, ilſt her phyſician as: pre- "YN 


ſent, ſhe , ſent Miſs Dighton be- 
low ſtairs, under ſome pretence of buſi- 
neſs, while ſhe warmly aſked him his real 
ſentiments of her diforder, and whether he 
thought there were any hopes of her re- 
. covery ?---Seeing the ſteadineſs with which 
this queſtion was propoſed, and being a- 
gain preſſed for his opinion, he gave it ne- 
EF gatively; yet the young lady, entering at 
that moment, could not trace any alterati- 
1 on on the countenance of her ſuppoſed mo- 
1 ther, which might raiſe a ſuſpicion.of what 
I be paſſed in her abſence. 


| 


e 2 


0 ſooner had the gentleman. of the fa- 
et ty taken bimſelf away, than ſhe called 
| Sophia to her bed-lide, pointed to a chair, 
"00 beckoned her to be teared; Es 
«My 


| „ 
. « My deareſt Sophia Gia ſhe, icing + 


| ber hand, which ſhe preſſed ſeveral times 


to her mouth) I may ſoon be called upon 


to leave you---God knows how very ſoon 
perhaps this hour may be my laſt !--- 


Do not weep! - In me you ſhall not loſe a 
parent —you ſhall gain a mother by my 


4 ath.---I am poſſeſſed of a ſecret---one that 


concerns you nearly.---When I found my 
latter moment approaching, I determined 
not to conceal it longer :---ſhould I carry 


it to my grave, I fear my heavenly Crea - 


tor would reject the ſoul Which flies to him 


tor mercy.---I will not riſque his divine diſ- 4 
pleaſure ＋AJHuſtice affe ction humanity=- "i 
| bids me tell. you that you are not my child 
that 1 am only the poor ſervant of your 4D 


natural Parent.” 


It is not for me to deſcribe the agitation | | 


of Sophia on hearing ſo ſtrange a declarati- Lo 
on,---Hannah, when ſhe came to ſpeak. of 


(her tender emotions on this occaſion, could DE 
rec me little or no idea of it 3 ſhe weg: 2 


* 


LY 


: A 1 ] 
77m ſobbed---ſhe could only tell me, ſhe. 
| tonght her dear child would have expired, 


Ir ſeemed as if Heaven approved the im- 
portant diſcovery :—from the very hour in 


5 which it was made Hannah grew better, and 


in a few weeks was ſo well recovered as to 
undertake the management of her little 
family. | 


From the time Sophia became ecoiiithe. 
ed with her birth, .and its attendant cir- 
cumſtances (none of which were concealed) 
from that time, tho' her duty for Hannah 
rather increaſed than abated, . yet ſhe fel! 
into a kind of languor and melancholy, part 
217 which I cannot for my life, help attri- 
ans to Mr. Stanley's abſence, and the 
doubts which, perhaps, ſhe was then be- 
ginning to entertain. 


Hannah, alarmed at ſo unfavourable a 
change in the health and ſpirits of Sophia, 
preſſed her very warmly to reveal the cauſe, 


and finding ſhe pined to throw herſelf at 


Abe feet of her mother, ſne got over every 
retarding 2 


now a widow, informing her ladyſhip with - 


mentioned the ill effects that 3 
had already produced on her health 


reſolved to bring her to England, and re- 85 A 


| . 119 1 


retarding conſideration to gratify the duti- i 
ful impulſe of her beloved charge. NY 


In FR IEP of this reſolution me. * Y 
wrote to Lady Randal, who ſhe found wass 


+ %M 
= bs 2 


what ſecrecy ſhe had obſerved the truſt re- 


> poſed in her, till fear of leaving Sophia un- 
protected tore it from her boſom.— She 


then related all that happened in her late I 
ſickneſs---ſhe ſpoke of Sophia's impatience 
to receive a parent's bleſſing . ſhe 


ſpirits — ſhe ſaid, to avoid being the 
KH of a lovely amiable child, ſhe had 


ſtore her to her ladyſhip's arms, which ſhe 


hoped would be no longer ſhut en ſo 
0 a daughter. E 8 4 


After writing thus, ſhe KS to reflec. 


on the diſpoſition of the perſon ſhe ad. 
dxeſſed, and, in order to reconcile her tio 4 
*s ons: of her deſerted child, ver 


re, ZN 7 
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politically concluded ber letter in che fol. 


4+ + 


ann manner 


„ Your ladyſhip's s reputation is Rill my, 


2 care;---I would die rather than it ſhould 
A ſuffer from any action of mine!---It is true 
that 1 have diſcovered to Sophia that you 


are her mother, but ſhe will never pre- 
ſame to call you by that tender appellati- 


ried unfortunately. who went abroad with 


her huſband ;---they are both dead =—my 
dear young lady, in England, will paſs for 

a child of that match ;- on a niece you 
may ſafely laviſh thoſe endearments your 


charming daughter cannot fail of exciting 


no body will wonder at your fondneſs 
for her. Further, let me venture to aſſure 
our ladyſhip,. you will, when ! bring this 
beautiful creature to, your arms, regret no- 
thing more than the laſt eighteen years, 
an n which ſhe has been excluded ſrom chem. 


„ „ „* 


IE you remember, my dear Lady Anne, 
EN before their arrival at t the farm 1 men. 


on. Tou had a ſiſter, madam, who mar- 


%*, 


: 3 * 
— 
. 
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tioned to you, that Lady Randal's humour. 


had been inſupportable for a fortnight paſt, 
and according to my calculation, it muſt have 
commenced at the time ſhe received Han- 
nah's very honeft, and ſenſible epiſtle:---I 


can now account for her ladyſhip's turning 


pale, and her precipitation in quitting the . 
room, when ſhe faw Sophia and her com- 


panion alight from their carriage: The 
former fhe could have no idea of; but 


eighteen years of abſenee had not, it 


ſeems, eraſed from her memory a perfect 


knowledge of 1 latter. | EE NG. 


I told your ladyſhip in what manner ſhe 
left me, and you Know, ſoon after, being 

alarmed by the violence of the bell, I flew IN 
to her room, where I found the gentle So- : PS I 
5 phia and her ungentle mother 1 in a ſituati- HS 1 
on already deſcribed. What muſt have 4 
been her reception ?---Indeed, when Han- 2 1 
nah repeated 1 it to me I ſhuddered with horn. 4 
ror, Ob, moſt cruel woman if T truſt «= wl 
F Rs 0 5 


[ 122 ] | 
myſelf on this heart-rending ſubject, 5 


aſhes will not eſcape wy juſt expreſſions of 
ent 


The only moment in which this unre- 
lenting parent betrayed the leaſt fymptom 
of maternal love was in the little ſummer- 

houſe, which ſcene from my window I 
__ chanced to witneſs :-- even there, Sophia 
could only prevail on her to ſay, ſne would 
not hate her, proteſting at the fame inſtang, , 
that ſhe muſt never expect any publæ mark 
of fondneſs and declared ſne would rather 
fee a thouſand children dead at her feet, 1 
_ nay, follow them herſelf the next moment, 
than that her reputation ſhould ſuffer a f. 5 
Ly gl blemiſh. 


| Do you now, my friend, ſee the reaſon 
; He poor Sophia's being ſent away? or can 
pꝓpou not now account for the caution Lady 
| =» Randal obſerved, of never leaving me alone | 
= with her ?---How very ſuſpicious i is guilt !-— 
and 


n 


OV OV 


and how very: 


that requeſt, was reduced to the moſt ex- 


ae N o-<th 66 ct As & 


the fear that oppoſition would be fatal o 1 : 
her reaſon, determined'me.—l went to the 7 


only puniſhment for her crimes —4 ſtaid. | 


f x8 Þ 


very guillty was Lady 5 3 
Randal! | PE, T | -. 


Theſe particulars, which I have now 
given you, are collected from the informa- 
tion Hannah delivered me, at the requeſt I 
of Miſs Dighton, who, when ſhe made 


treme affliction. a. N Mat 


oh your ladyſhip her almoſt, frantic. 1 
impatience to plead for a laſt bleſſing: ==" "i 
my heart was torn aſunder:—I could 158 5 
refuſe, yet dreaded to comply. At laſt, : 5 + 2 


>» 
'F 


bed- ſide of Lady Randal.--Oh! how I ſhud- 5 5 X | 
dered as I drew aſide the curtain, and ſaw_ : | 
this hardened parent ſtriving for breath! = 3 
yet I felt my heart ſoftened by compaſſion--. | Bo 
I melted into tears--I whiſpered to myſelf, 8 i 
May theſe ſtruggles, oh heaven! be the. —_ 
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ſeveral minutes, hoſes I could fay, 
Sophia waited for permiſſion to attend her: 
at length, with a faultering tongue, A 
ed to pronounce it. -O God! the 1 
-Rfcech- ſhe gave ſtill rings through my - 
head It was ſo terrible, that had I not q 

- caught hold of the bed, I ſhould certainly FF 
have fallen her breath grew ſhorter ;--- 
ſhe cried no! no! no! in a muffted voice, 
hardly, articulate, and giving another 0 
ſcream, Death threw his dark curtain be- 
fore der eyes---ſhe ſaw no more---ſhe heard 
35 more Forgive me, Lady Anne! 

1 mut hurry frorg a ſcene too full of horror, 6 
yen for ſcription... „„ 


F 


e 


14 


i 


* » 4: 3 we 


- 


Is cannot ſay the death of Lady Randal 
"Is 2 500 d have greatly affeE me, becauſe, 
= whilſt ne lived, her amiable 59 5 

* Kare been happy; | 
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LETTER XXIII. 


. 


OW me; is it, my dear friend, 
when the whole earth ſeems to be envelop'd 
in a foggy mantle, to behold the ſun mild- 
H. playing its beams through the obſtruc- 
tive clouds, and ſmiling the creation into 
ehearfulneſs ; ho much more comforta- 
ble when the animal ſpirits are obſcured 
by gloomy ideas, to feel the rays of hope 
8 round the heart, and flattering in- 
to Erenity every un pleaſing apprehenſion. 

---This, Ar" prefent;” is my fituation---So- 
bh will recover; my fears, on her ac- 
+. count, are almoſt over---I ſhall ſoon ſhake 
* every . from my boſom, which has 


= Aae it in the ſhaps of bert 


* 
* "0 
ww. 
4 1 
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e Dighton i is ſo much better to-day, 
that her bodily phyſician, (you know I am 
d to take care of her mind, ) has ordered 


[. 127 ] 


her to be carried in a ſedan round the gar- 


den, or a little further, if ſhe can bear the 
_ exerciſe--ſhe is to ſet out exactly at twelve-- 


the moment is at hand---I will go and ſee 
her into che chair---then return to you for 


half an hour, or, atleaſt, for as many MI- 
nutes 155 ſhe continues on her excurſion. | 


W Wat 


— from my pen than 1 


Ce A449 4 — 


0 
2 * 
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eee e do you think has detain'd | 


me?---why, even Sir William Lovedale; an 
interview, on my part, unconcerted, un- 


expected, but, I confeſs, not qunpleaſing, 


as [ wanted to alk him about Mr. Stanley. : 


"IF my dear! this Sir William -— this "I 


hon ourable man is the moſt paſſionate lover 5 | 3 


t hat ever ſtooped to offer incenſe of flattety.: 
at my altar. I chatted with him only 1 
few minutes, and then took my leave, u? 
der pretence of writing ſome London ket. 
ters, which I was obliged to forward Lk 
this is poſt; he ſcem d, [ aſſure. Jou, o ee 
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TE 128 | 
me with reluctance, but l had no further 
buſineſs with him, after half a dozen queſ- 
tions about the perſon of whom 1 wanted 
to be informed. | 


= e er knows, or elſe pretends to 

= kw, nothing of Sophia's lover: yet, I 
am ſometimes apt to judge the name of 

Stanley is not quite new to him; for tho” 

he denicd-an acquaintance with any ſuch 

per ſon, THaw him ſimile in à manner which 

made me think that if he knew any thing 
about him, it was not in his favour j—— 


Sir William is eſteemed a good natured 

man, and perhaps, from a motive of good 

3 nature, if he knew ill of Mr. Stanley, he 
might conceal it. 


In the name of wonder, Lady Anne, how 

can a man of Sir William's principles came 

® s under the appellation of good natured?—1 

3 2 *Zthink I ſhould make the ſame obfervation 
0 him as I once heard a very learned and 


ee man * by a certain nobleman, no 
longer 


longer numbered with the living. Some 
one ſaying his lordſhip was a good natured 
man, * you are miſtaken (replied my 
friend) He) is a good tempered, bad natur- 
ed man.“ 


When I aſked Sir William if he kmex 


Mr. Stanley, of ——— ſhire (which queſ- 
tion, without being dragged, fortunately 
dropp'd into our converſation) he fixed his 
eyes upon my face, and begged I would 
tell him if I enquired from any particular 


reaſon, and [ thought (but it may be fancy} 


that he looked a little filly ſome how, as , 
he feared a rival, Theſe kind of men, 
though they are ſeldom made jealous by i 
love, are often a prey to that paſſion thto?ñ 
vanity.— Tour Jadyſhip may ſuppoſe I did 
not tell him my real reaſon, I really for- 2 
got my anſwer; if I had not, believe me, 1 
twould be ſcarce worth tranſmitting to Joe. oo | 


3k expect, when my fair friend is enough, 
. necovered to receive the viſits of _ FRO 
il OTE „ d 5 


| . BE a 
bours (for you are to know this houſe, and 
the liitie manor annexed to it, worth 
about two. thouſand pounds, is the only 
fortune Lady Randal bequeathed her) [ ex- 
pect, Lay, ſhe will, when ſhe ſees com- 
pany, in her turn engage the heart, at 
leaſt the notice, of this rover. He had beſt 
marry his Lucy, or I will draw Sophia into 
my plan againſt him: I am ſure, when I 
tell her the ſtory of that poor girl, ſhe will 
not refuſe me an aiding hand.] have now 
a ſtrong deſire to ſee him attached to Miſs 
_ Dighton, though, believe me, tis the fur. 
theſt from my wiſhes to ſee that attachment 
mutual. — unleſs he does juſtice to his Lu- 
. = Ty, I. would have him in love with her, 
Vith me, in ſhort, with all the females of 
my acquaintance: — the work I have un- 
taken is of ſueh a nature, that I cannot 
. have too many aſſiſtants. 125 


1 As my deen is to captivate an; wah | 
1 dhe perſon of Sophia, in the full glow: of 
I: . I was glad, for that e DE. ; 


Li _ 3 
eſcaped ſeeing her in the languid ſituation 
ſhe is now reduced to. —There were 
many chances againſt me, „that he had not 
ſeen her juſt now, as ſhe was carrying 4 
through the lobby: I attended her tothe _ 3 
door —he entered at that inſtant, and 1 : +. 
ſaw him glance his eye into the chair as he. 
paſſed it the glaſſes were down, by or- 
der of her phyſician, who faid ſhe could 
not have too much air, provided it was 

ſtrained through the curtains, ſo that they 
| being cloſely drawn, Sir William could not 
poſlibly diſtinguiſh her emaciated fighre.— 
This incidept- was fortunate enough, ho 
though, thank he: wen, 1 have no doubt of 
the lovely Sophia's being ſoon reſtored to 3 5 A 
health and beauty, yer ſuch an object as 
ſhe appeared to be, after I had placed the” 
in the chair, ſeemed but nee arm. 


ed 25 con uſt. 
, 


1 8 ” * 


252 * % — 
. 


E | 

The ſervant who preceded her chair is 
this mom nt within fight of my window; 
I ſuppoſe ſhe is not many yards behind: 
Yes, ſhe is here already— Lord 
bleſs me, how the fellows trot ans; with 
their charming burthen!——— I muſt 


better for this little airing. Adieu! 


to her-----I hope to find ſhe is much 


5 E 


LETTER XXVI 


So bie Oh Sophia . Lady Anne, 
I am diftraQted.---Why did I let her go 
out without me ?---She is returned B.- 1 
bow did ſhe return ?---Without ſenſe— 
without ſpeech - without motion. Ah, 
Lady Anne, I am half frantic !-----Good. 
God! I flew to her chair---the falews fat” * 3 
er down---they Iifted up its head---I look- 
e in to aſk w. N eig —-On heaven, what i 
a ſight Sunk Wh in the bottom lay the, Is of 
: breathleſs trunk of my ſweet dear friend, 
my excellent, my amiable Sophis I can- By 
Hot be particular !--.She breathes; in. Po 
Doctor Alford is come---I fly to knoõ-w- 
Cher doom: -he may reſtore me to eaſe; 5 
he cannot add to my a E N 
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4 * E T TE R . 
eo God, I thank 8. e can 
I be grateful enough for thy mercies!---Oh, 
Lady Anne, Doctor Alford has ſtill hopes 
---great hopes!---I am lifted above myſelf: 
Sophia has ſeen my diſtreſs----ſhe has 
wept-—ſhe has wetted my face with her 
tears---ſhe ſpeaks to me---ſhe tells me ſhe 
PP ſhall live---ſhe ſays ſhe has been terrified. 
1 Ah! L mo” what has the ky 


. een terrified ?--- 


| EE fe” are ſo n 883 that 
WM _ ey agitate my heart, and confound my. 


. ee, | 2. 8 


33 eic b. 


ml to Tt Has Sophia TY | I 


really ſeen her lover, or is it. a viſion, the . 
effects of a diſturbed imagination ?---Yes, 4 
Lady Anne, ſhe aſſures me ſhe has ſeen 
him that ſhe ſaw. him this morning. -Y 
She went no further than the-garden :--- _ 1 
how could Mr. Stanley come there Vet 5 
ſne repeats to me, ſhe has ſeen him: —if ! _— 

| miſtake not, ſhe ſaid too, that ſhe had ſeen 
him. in my company.---Oh, heavens and 

'" earth, if Sir William — My dear lady, a 
„ thought this moment occurs to me-. be- 
/ din to entertain ſtrange ſuſpicions---I ſhal! 
not be at reſt till they are either aboliſhed = g i 
9 rconfirmed.. 5 ER 


LETTER XXVI. 


Cones! yes, my friend, they are con- 
+ firmed I thought there could not exiſt in 
the world two ſuch men as Sir William Love- 
dale and Mr. Stanley. -No! there can be, 
there is but one, and that one the wretch, the 


very wretch who firft ſeduced the uffections 


of poor Lucy, then of my amiable Sophia. 


The puniſhment I intended him would 
have been too ſigtit—it would only have 
mortified, or perhaps expoſed him :----I 


drop it from this moment.---Where I drop 


it may heaven take it up!---May the feor-. 
E pion whip of conſcience purſue him till 
be has ſeverely ſmarted for his perfidy! 
Il do not wonder he looked abaſhed,. 


when Eaſked him about that man he had 


baſely perſonated I only wonder he could. 
ſitile.— Les, he had the audacity to ſmile. 


. Monſtrous cruelty lle muſt, no doubt, 
8 " think 


think that mornent of Sophia, yet he ſmil- 


„ 1 


ed — the incorrigible ſavage ſmiled. A 

ſhe ſhould die, he ſhall ſee the beautiful 
fabric he has laid in ruins;—yes, Iam re- 
ſolved he ſhall ſee her. —Will he ſmile 
then? Will he ſmile when he beholds thoſe 
eyes which he has drowned in tears 


| which he has dimmed with aa 175 


returned to the houſe, during which time © 
ſhe continued ſenſeleſs. —Oh1 ſhall Jever 


Oy” Nd 9 will even court him 8 


if ſhe is torn from me, this fight he ſhall 


in death? —I cannot bear the thought, yer, 


-. 


not eſcape. 


I told you he walled her chair! in the 9 8 : 


by: he could not ſee her, on account of _ 
the curtains being cloſed, but ſhe ſaw him, 
and from that moment felt à ſuſpenſion of 
her ſorrows. She had before given dire 
tions to her chairmen how far ſhe would be 


carried they obeyed her orders, and th en 


more endure the ſight of the villain Who 
reduced her to this ſtate ? -Yes, I wilt - 4 
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to my preſence—and then deaden him witli 
my reproaches. 


I am juſt informed Mrs. Bond is below, 


and has brought a young lady with her; 
Dit can be no other than Lucy :—l long, 


yet dread to ſee her: —methinks my heart 


is now almoſt in as continual emotions, on 
account of this man, as if intimately con- 


cerned in his infidelities :---I proteſt to hea- 


ven, I had rather it was eternally ſilenced, 

than that it ſhould ever flutter—ever beat 
for ſuch a wretch as Sir William, —O. So- 
phia ! would to God you had never ſeen 


him! —Lucy, you have the ſame unavail- 


ing prayer I go to you---I will embrace— 
1 mill pity---but cannot combart you. 


. 138. Þ 
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LETTER * 


J AM more 1 more charmed wh 
Mrs. Bond, nor leſs prejudiced in favour 
of her engaging ward.---Upon my word, 


Sir William, it muſt. be confeſſed your Y 


taſte does not want refinement.---Had your 
heart as little wanted honour, your Lucy _ 
| might have been exulting in happineſs--- 


my Sophia bleſſed with en, i 


in eaſe. : 8 


« I come, madam (faid Mrs. Bond, lead- 
ing towards me a very lovely young erea- 
ture) to preſent to you this good girl, who 
1s ambitious to kiſs your hands before we 
leave D -.”.--l ſaluted Miſs Wellford, 
and aſſured Mrs. Bond ſhe could not have 
econferred on me a more pleaſing mark of : 
diſtinction; but I hope, madam, added 1 
n to her ward, you will not a, 


rob me of my 3 neighbour, at leaſt | 
till T have had an 3 of irying to | 
— engage her eſteem. 


Lucy anſwered very obligingly, that it ] 


_ vas mine long before ſhe ſaw me, and now 
o effectually ſecured, that no time or diſ. 


tance ſhould have the powet of removing it. 


| I thanked her---Lwas really delighted-- 
I cannot deſcribe the pretty ner of her 
manner. 


Alter we had i our 1 I ole . 


= 8 at Mrs. Bond, which I istended 

mould aſk her whether ſhe- &ſcen Sir 
William, and if I might. mention his nume 
before Miſs Welltord.. 


1 She underſtood my queſtion Fa: gave 
_—_ the following reply: F 


— 
* 2 
— 


2 
2 


II have ſeen Sir Willi m, madam-=l 
f OE talked with bim,---To-morrow we 


1 65 5 5 leave this county.” e he 85 d. 


Heeg 


No: never more ſhall he ſee my Lucy. 
From you, madam, I can conceal no- 
thing. -Sir William is unworthy thoſe al. 
fections of which he bus been too 2 2 


poſſeſſed. 


The young lady vas ſlent her eyes f. 
ed on the ground her colour N - 
changing. 2 — 4 

My opinion was ſo entirely with Mrs. 1 
Bond, and I felt ſo much compaſh 
Lucy, who. I ſaw. was ſtill under th 

tuation of a miſplaced paſſion, thakyl 


ſolved to try all in my power to root. 10 : 
from her boſom, . PLE os 


May 1 preſume to aſſt you one queſtion, 
madam ?---Pardon me, Mrs. Bond — Par- 
don me, Mifs Wellford!---If I am imper- 
| nent, ladies, it is not from a bad motive. 


Lucy only bowed her head. 


Jou can aſk no queſtion, madam 6 = 4 
Ns Bond) but will lay us under new ob- x N 
5 ligations, | | 


ligations:-- You are Mete hs us: 91 9175 155 


emp happineſs can never be ſeparatedvfrohy- 5 
KF Miſs Wellford's, who has fo many. Fears 
9 been the darling child of my affeclions 5 | 
Here ſhe was interrupted by the grate- : 
ful girl, who, with a ſweet and graceful ] 
motion, took the hand of her kind friend, 0 
and ſaid, whilſt the tears ſtole down her 0 
bluſhing cheek, © I have given you, ma- 
dam, and my dear guardian, too much 
trouble already :---I will endeavour foto act. b 
future, that you ſhall have no more i 
23 on the ſame occaſion.-I have been deceived - | © 
nin the man on whom my heart fondly de- N 
i pended ;---he has robbed me of that chear- 
fulneſs which uſed to delight you.---I can 
I will recal i it again! I N ever more ſhall b 
2 - his es make me uneaſy, either to myſelf : 
or you.“ : | Y 


Excellent, Miſs Wellford S 
reſolution I- This I ſaid, whilſt Mrs. Hood | 
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WM :: « You hiavs: ord: madam, what my, 4 
: ae rs promiſed. I am pleaſed-— am 
happy -I am ſatisfied. ---Her word i is yet b 
anforfcired. 1 4 

+ coomunlets you both, my dear Mrs. 1 

Bond !---But you ſay you have ſeen Sir 4 
William may I aſk Forgive me, ma- 4 
_ if — = | "1M 

& No apology, my _ young lady !--- F 3 

| I have ſcen---I have talked with him.- ! 


am aſſured, if not of his perfidy, at leaſt: 
of his unſteadineſs.—I am aſſured he can 
; never make OM ey happy.” 


h 


| May I aſk you, madam (turning to Lu- 
cy) if you could ſupport the ſhock of con- 
viction, ſhould I convince you he is e 24 
only the moſt unſteady, but the moſt cruel. : FEY 
—the moſt eren of men ? "ane th 


«6 India I could (replied he „ AY 
| madam, proceed i-. I thank heaven, and 
ö 1 ever dear Mrs. Bens. that 1 do not —— 
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E 
want reſolution to diſregard £4 man who 
has proved himſelf a PE oh: 


_— - 7 9 
* a 2 

4 i 3 —_— 

* * > 

be. ? 


3 8 Pleaſed to ſee her cure ſo far advanced, 

A I reſolved to complete it before ſhe left the 
houſe, and making but one coneealment, 

- Which was the name of the perſon it con- 
cerned, Had 2 them the whole ſtory 


more pity—more Fee ian. my tale 
= produced. in the. words, the looks, the ac-. , 
= tions of Miſs Wellford :---- ſpontaneouſly I 
ine ſunk upon her knees, and, whilſt the 
= tears trickled down her face, ſhe ſeemed 
dio lift a filent prayer to heaven for the re- 
cCovery of Sophia. then, with a counte- 
= nance ſtrongly expreſſing the deteſtation 
3 eme felt for Sir William, great God (ſaid 
mme) I thank thee!” and running into the a 
arms of Mrs. Bond (for we were both riſen) 1 
Anke me, madam ! the operation was fl B 
| dreadful, but the eure is performed: ener hi 


e 


1 0 145 8 593 
again will the wound open. Take me to Y 
my other honoured guardian but ah! no 

longer let us live in the neighbourhood „ 
Sir William!“ 8 | 


« We will not, my deareft love! 1 (Kid 
Mrs. Bond)—1 rejoice at this conqueſt over 
yourſelf—you ſhall remove to any part of 

 England—you ſhall go, do, and act as you | 1 
pleaſe :—you have only to propoſe your in= "of 

clinations to Mr. Bond, I am ſure he will 

. comply with them.—lIs there any particular | 

county, my dear, to which you would sive 7 

4 the preference * 


. int, 


> 


I think theres, madam, but I am u- 8. = 
acquainted with its name. Will you, my _ 
dear phyſician (turning to me) will you 1 3 
rect me where to find it ?” — ret 


| 1 could not help catching her in my arms 

at this kind hint, and feconding what +: if 

: knew ſhe meant with all my force, Nis. We 
Bond gave us a promiſe, that, ſoon as they - 
J "Hig ſetfled ſome affairs where they now-liye, 5 
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| [ 146 4 
» ſhe would prevail on her huſband, to re- 
move to the neighbourhood of ny father. 


This engagement ſeemed to affect us 
equally with pleaſure, and leffen'd the re- 
gret of parting.---I would have kept them 
longer, but they politely told me, as I had 
a ſick friend, it would be cruel to detain 
me from her. 8 


Little do they think that ſick friend is the 
perſon for whom they have fo unſparingly 
"ſhed the tear of compaſſion. —My thoughts 
wander from Sophia to Lucy—from Lucy 
to Sophia: I can fix them on no other 


A 


471 1. E T! IN E R XXIX. „ 
bo my dear Lady: a 1 will not © = 


fatter myſelf !—There is no hope! 1 —1 am 
blindes wick PL! 


* 


LETTER XXX. 


I Write to you, my friend, as I can now . 
find leiſure.—I was call'd to my dying So. 
phia.— She is abſolutely dying I am called 3 
upon incefſantly—T go to her room come 
back to my own——T1 take up my pen—I- 
write a line, perhaps two—then ruſhes a 
torrent from my ſorrow-ſtreaming eyes - 
my ſight fails lay it down again—l look 4 
round me — 1 ſee her dear image in ever 
part of my chamber. How dreadful—how þ A 
ſudden the alteration !—Yeſterday 1 had 3 4 
8 they are fled. 2-2 
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An abſceſs in her lives form'd by trouble, 
broke this morning :—the diſcharge was 
more than her waſted health could ſupport. 
— She now lies ſtruggling for life. —If I had 
not afflictions of my own to paint on this 
occaſion, what a pity-moving picture could 
I give your ladyſhip of E Hannah s.— 

1 am called again, 


- d 4” 


| heart breaks—yes, Lady Anne, her valtu- 


for whom ?—Need I pronounce the hated A 
name of Lovedale ?—Surely heaven, after A 
it has taken to its boſom the ſpotleſs: vie- 1 
tim, ſurely it will not let her muderer 80 i 4 
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10. my dear friend, ſuch a ene 
A laſt adieu Let ſhe is not dead.—1 
muſt try to recover myſelf, l have trie& | 
—the taſk was vain.— I muſt proceed, diſ- 
treſſed, afflited as I am. "Ot 


Never, till this laſt moment, did ſhe = 
confeſs—— yet I always thought it. —Her _ 2 


able heart is breaking.—Need I explain 


unpuniſned! f bo 5 I 

When approach ed the bed, her ſpi iris. 1 4 
ſeemed rather detter than when I left her; 4 — 2 
ds Death had laid his disfiguring hand: 


GE: 


a +. 


150 1 


upon her face, and, in glaring characters, 
= led his. horrid name on every feature, 


Her head reclined on the boſon of her 


Hannah, bur ſeeing me, ſhe lifted it on 


the pillow, deſired to be raiſed on the bed, 


and requeſted every body, except my elk 


and her dear mother (as ſhe always. called 
ber Hannal) would leave the room. 


Theſe orders. were obeyed; but, with the 
Eric of being ſupported-in her bed, ſhe 
was quite faint, and breathleſs —1 ſunk 
"> + on my knees by her fide—T held 
hartſhorn to her noſe, and trembled with 
_ apprehenſion, fancying I ſaw, at that mo- 
ment, her pute foul taking flight to its eter- 
nal manſions, 1 c 


So ſtrongly was the expectation of her im- 


F . mediate diſſolution impreſſed upon me, that 


uhen ſhe ſpoke when ſhe: laid her icy | 
hand op mine, I thought it almoſt a-reſur- 
© reQion—I ſtarted I felt a gleam of hope. 


a8 Sough the * of her voice could 
e 


6 


have ſtopped the cruel ſorce of her difor- | 


der, for which, alas! there 1 is no 


40 My. deareſt tend (ſaid the {ſweet crea- | 


ture) you muſt not be too much afflicted. 
—God Almighty is very merciful -he 
lends me to you yet a few moments—he: 


ſuffers my foul ſtill to linger in its dark ĩ⁵ 


abode—I am permitted to ſpeak to you once 
again to comfort you—to intreat you, 
that my dear good God may not receive 
me from your arms, to thoſe of his bleſſed 


marcy, thus reluctantly. — He can he will 
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The laſt words quivered on bes ls, 
and again ſhe fainted, —Whilſt I write, 
tears drop faſt on my paper, —What gene- 
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rohs concern would it ſpare my dear Lady — 


Anne, could they waſh away thoſe. charae- 
ters that will otherwiſe make her a ſharer 


in my diſtreſs! ; 8 75 


9” 3 , 
» T: { N 4 
N wg * 
. 


A deep ſtab. is felt, at firſt, with leſs an- 
5 a than a tight. ſcratch ; lo Aden 
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ſhocks of ſorrow, I often thi: k, are leſs ex- 
a . e felt than moderate ſtrokes of afflic- 


tion, at leaſt I am ſure it was the caſe with 
me in that dreadful ſcene I have juſt paſſed, 
No anguiſh could be greater than mine, 


whilſt I ſaw Sophia breathe, whilſt I heard | 


her ſpeak ; but when, a moment after, I 
| beheld her head fall back—her eyes cloſed 
—her breath fled—her voice ftopped— 


4 what I then felt could ſcarce be called an- 


guiſn—1 would rather give it the term of 
1 8 


Before this tcirible fit, EEK s Jafted r near. 
twenty minutes, I ſhall draw the curtain of 
ſilence; yet do not think, my friend, your 
* ſympathetic tryals are all over; no, they 
muſt again be renewed, when I deſcribe a 
ſcene the moſt heart-melcing 1 ever witneſſ- 
If your heart ſhould ſhrink if 
you bear to be a ſpectator, turn away your 
bbs it no further-—let not your 
eats be open to the words of Sophia. 5 
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ce My mother - my [© FOE] trace on 


your kind faces what the emotions of your ” 


hearts have been.” Then throwing her 
vid arms about our necks, as we ſupport- 
ed her between us, * tell me now, and tell 


me ſincerely, how long I have lain infenfi- 
ble!''—and ſhe ſmiled upon us. with ſuch _ 
angelic ſerenity as made me fancy I alrea« L 


dy ſaw the beams of _ playing on her 
countenance. 5 

My deareſt "i creature (for I ſap ber 5 
poor Hannah could not command a word) 2 


we are greatly to blame we have ſuf- 


fer'd you to fatigue yourſelf, by attempt- 
ing to change your poſture :----you. have | 
been faint, but, thank God, your fit is now. 


over. 


« You do not ſay, how longT continued . 


jnſenſible D PEST T4 
I cannot exaAly tell.—I believe abit ten 


minutes.---Bur why does my Sophia ale! . 1 


15 %> 


TIF 2” 154 1 
« You ſhall know . why I am { 1 . 
Ae (till ſweetly ſmiling, her voice leſs low 
and tremorous than it had been ſome hours 
before) A good God, who is kindly draw- 
ing me towards himſelf, renderly compaſ- 
ſionates the regret with which you, my 
deareſt friends, reſign me to him Tou 
ſay I have lain inſenſible ten minutes. 
Theſe ſhort abſences are kindly ſent to 
wean me, by degrees, from you. Reflect 
when you ſaw me laſt without life, with- 
out motion ſuppoſe with yourſelves [ 
was then rently dead, and ſuppoſe at this 
time it is my ſpirit only that is permitted to 
return, to ſooth, to comfort you-—to aſſure 
you I am going where I ſhall meet the 
glorious reward of a ſhort, unfortunate, but 
ywoll-lpept life,” 


Our grief was not FR neither did it 


| | find a vent in words, while the angel pro- 
ceeded thus: — 


NO man not, my Friel conſider 
mae as a young fortunate creature, ſur- 
=. rounded * RE ae and cut off 


ü. 15' F 

in the midſt of my career to Bappineſt 2 — 
conſider me rather as a poor weary l 
loaded with misfortunes, and glad to lay 
her head upon the cold lap of earth early | 
in the day, without a Wiſn to purſue a 
dreary journey, which never ſhewed «one 
pleaſing, one inviting proſpect, but ſuch 
as was obſcured before my eye had well 
reached it.“ | 


I ſhall often, very often, Cai Anne, 
think of theſe words :---I hope they will 

ſome time hence, enable me to reflect on 
her early death with#ut that violent con- 
ceern 1 feel at preſent, though the occaſions 
ol it will always fill me with horror. 
What fatal inſtruments! a mother's cruel 


ty! a lover's infidelity !---O heavens! mo- 4 
ther, lover, did I fay ?—Is it poſſible T could Þ 


mean Lady Randal and Sir ien Lone” = 
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In my firſt converſation wich Sop 
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ter ſhe had by accident ſeen the: 5185 1 TY 4 


| told her he was not worthy her attention— _ 
= 1 od Ny 


1 I told her his real 8 Stanley was 
one he had aſſumed, and concealed nothing 

: from her but the affair of Lucy, which I 

did, leſt ſhe might reproach herſelf for be- 
ing, though innogently, the cauſe of draw- 
wg; bis aff=RtioneFom that young lady. 


—= ' Notwithſtanding the deep concern I ſaw 
F A 2 ed on her countenance at the time 
tithis converſation happened, yet her tongue 
= was ſilent: never till our laſt interview . 
E could ſhe bring it to that confeſſion, which, 
3 with a view to my quiet, ſhe then in theſe 
ys greatly pronounced: — 
= « Beware, madam, of Sir William Love- 
'F Gale! His viſits, his aſſiduities to the 
friend T dearly love have alarmed me.—1 
- know his inſinuations I am too well expe- 
> rienced in his art of pleaſing.—To you I 
$ . will ſacrifice my pride.— Fly from his inſi- 
dious addreſſes, leſt another ſhould weep 
Jour fate as you now weep mine Do 


5 a my k were 9 


muſt not hear—I 33 not chible any more 

- of a ſubje& that will remind me of my 
weakneſs !——that will, perhaps, diſturb» 
my laſt moments. „nere Was ſomethirg 
in her air, as ſhe pronounced | theſe words, 
ſo very piercing that I could notaſtand 2 
longer kiſs'd her hand, I bathed ir with 
my tears, and flew to my apartment. : 


Never more ſhall I behold her living 
dead I am determined to ſee her—nor will 
I be the only ſpectator :—there is a wretch 
1 would ſtiffen into horror at ſight of her 


_dear remains. — Adieu, Lady Anne !—The 2 
bare idea pleaſes me. 1 


\ 
— 
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L E T T E R XXII 


Si Have ſent to Sir William, Loedate—1 

every moment expect him—he promiſes to 

be punctual. Nothing but his preſence 
WM © cali now ſatisfy me. 


—— 


= 1 have paſſed the night wid ſleep.— 
1 « At the dawning of the morn, about that 
1 mongrel hour which, gotten betwixt night 
and day, is half an Ethiop and half white,“ 
l ett my bed :—at that unſeaſonable hour 
3 EY: . llt it to prepare for the * of Sir 
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. 9 . 6c You that received my art cry receive 
my lateſt groan!—Thoſe maternal arms 
ha Which were then my cradle ſupport me 
. . . now Theſe were the laſt words or So- 


Hannah.—Is this enough to give your lady- . 
| ſhip an idea of my ſituation? | 


ir William comes.—l fly to him—Aht _ 
with what impatience ! 


LETTER XXIII. 
F BN Have heard his groans—F have ſcen his 
4  eonvullive rertdr=my' heart Rillecds up- 


on them they are food for my famiſh' d 
2 ER eyes are WELLES N 


2 © * 
| ee f atiate With. beholdin 


© to-compaſſionar him would have hee 
injury, al: to the aſhes df my 


; 9 e 
I told you he was come let me conſiders) 


* > 8 

| ES 

5 A —let me try to recolect Nin be mi- 
4 nute—1 would not loſe one hefitating ſylla- 


» 


ble one guilty loox. - 05 3 5 


* 


* J | Had Lucy heard N as T heard him 
| had me ſcen him as I law him—but 1 wilt 
; E : not anticipate yet, Lord bleſs me, my. 1 
B 2 head 4s fo confuled—my ſpirits are ſo-dif-. 


Fi 1 0 2 to e 


= > Jo. 


WF compoſed—my-ideas fo fluQuatingy | My yy 


Thump, thump, thump, beat my ſwell⸗ 
ing heart as I proceeded to the room, where 
J had ordered Sir William to be conduct- 
ed---[ went uy to the door] could go 


no further I returned to my chamber 
—fell upon my knees, implored heaven 
that I might paſs the trying ſcene with for- 
yh =o OUT HERE reaſſured. > Oy 


ig 


1 re to forget that I was going to re- 3 
ceive the murderer of Sophia, and, W 
another effort, enter'd to him with all the 
eaſe and unconcern I could poſlbly aſſume. 

He accofted me vith that fbi N 4 
air of tenderneſs, ſo fatal to the peace, to 
the life of my friend, and, not knowing 
the loſs I had ſuſtained (for I had order'd: © = 4 
the death of Sophia to be concealed *tilk 
this interview was over) he expreſſed him- : | _ 2 
ſelf with great eloquence, on the honour. | 2 
_ conferred upon him. by my meſſage, and J 


9 . * 1 
1 3 —· 


| politely. ſaid he-waited only to know m # 
commands, before he flew to execute them. | Wo "22 
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1 1 1 
Having ſummoned up all my reſolution, 
1 reſolved to ſpeak, bur firſt threw my 


1 x "aferted eyes on the ground to avoid meet- 


ing his, at leaſt, till T could fee them ſtart- 
ing with horror from their orbirs---at' pre- 
ſent they were full of inſinuating ſoftneſs, 
for that reaſon, in my + he more dread- 
ful than the deadly baſiliſk 's. 


*'You muſt pardon, Sir William, ſaid I, 
"wit greater firmneſs of voice than ever! 


| | expetied to be miſtreſs of on this occaſion, 5 

the liberty I have taken in deſiring your 
any, at a time when my mind is is un- : 
1 der the utmoſt agitation. 


8 Por God's fake, my dear Gas, why 
apologize for conferring a favour on the 
man who, I ſeriouſly proteſt, it is only in 

vyour power to make PP) And be took 
5 e hand. 


0 — his cough: ſhuddered me! 1 


„ thought of Sophia' s laſt cold preſſure; when 
ſhe warn'd me againſt his arts. —I trem- 


bled from head to Lor, and drew away 3 
my hand with ſuch eagerneſs as muſt have 
 ſhewn'my averfion, had hè not been blind- 2 
ed by that kind of perſonal vanity which 
ſcarce any mortification can | penetrate. 


1 have been prevailed on- (continued I. 
Sir William, to engage your preſence by 
a motive of reſentment 2 I indignati- . . 
on is the incentive by which 1 am puſhed *Y 
on to wiſh and intreat your company. = 


— 


he 2 2 J 

. + How highly a am diſtinguiſhed, | ma- bk 
"Tien !---Can you doubt of my beſt afliſt- = - 1 
ance ?---By heaven, I would ſtab my. heart 


to convince you of its ſincerity!” 2 


When he faid 51 I gave a fgh to the + 
memory of Sophia another to Lucys -- = 
both which, I ſuppoſe, he placed to his = 
own account; for he looked full of ple 
ſure, and begged me to proceed, with an 
air of the moſt paſſionate attention, Which, 
after a moment's conſideration, 1 did a in - 
this manner: 7 — 
: ELEC. Ao ey 1 have "4 


I have a ied: Sir William, the moſt 
. lovely and accompliſhed woman 
on earth ;---her alliance is great---her: for- 
tune affluent ;---but, for reaſons which 1 
am not at hberty to diſcloſe, till within a 
few months ſhe has lived perfectly retired 


in France.-----At preſent her ſituation is 
to be greatly envied, even by the moſt 


happy ; but, before ſhe was thus exalted, 


a man without generoſity, without ſenti- 


ment, without one principle of honour--- 
| 4 man who called himſelf Stanley 


3 „ www tg — 


3 was now 12 turn fo tremble : 25 f 
2 . : agitation v was viſible, 


| Pardon me, fir I am too prolix---E en- 


5 ercach too much on your patience :--l have 


reaſons for being particular, which you 


ſhall not long remain unacquainted with. 


L 4 | Madam-madam-—madam-l---l---L-” | 


This man, Sir William, this Mr. Me. 


i From the wantonneſs of N * - | 
1 © he 5 


no pains to W. bim maſter of my 
friend's affections. I would ſay that nl 
ſucceeded---I would ſay that. 


For heaven's ſake, madam, do you in- 1 
tend this affair ſhould touch me: Fs = 


Yes, fir, I mean that it ſhould Oy 
vou with compaſſion.I muſt ſee Mr. Stan- 
ley, who, when he cruelly forſook my 
friend, went to Rome, as he faid, to be 
preſent at the.carnival. You have told me, 
ſir, you know nothing of him, but I hope, _ 
if you are ſincerely moved at the ſtory of. & f 
the lady, from whom he tock a moſt valu- 
able heart, under pretence of giving her 
his own in exchange, I ſay you will then 
be aiding to the only event which-can now 
give me pleaſure : ſuch a man as Mr. Stan- 
ley, is not, I ſhould think, difficult to be 
- found out: — if you are the man I take you 
to be, Sie William, it is by your means 1 
| hope to ſee him under this roof---to ſee him 
at the feet of his forſaken miſtreſs, and 10 

de e 1 his . > 
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3 = + Ob, my. dear 8 Anne, how ſweetly 


di d. Lenjoy his confuſion, 1 waited 
A moment for. his reply, but finding. him 
diſinclined, or DE unable to _— one, 


'1I 15 


thus 1 proceeded : — 33 


* 


My friend i is the molt . A: at 
this time the moſt happy of women —Tho' 
ber birth ſeemed obſcure, her fortune con- 
tracted, when Mr. Stanley left her in 
France, yet now ſhe is rejoicing on-the fa- 


5 pour and affection &f a father, WhO can 
$ raiſe her. 40 ſuch high honours-that. very 


2 0 dare ſod up to her with hope. 


The mercenary wretch took. my, mags, 


1 


- "2 


3 „ not as I meant, but as I intended he ſhould 


take them, and 1 could perceive he alrea- 
dy fancied himſelf a ſharer in her exalted 
-fortune,—l hope, in the end, his expecta- 
tions will not be diſappointed :- —guilty as ! 
hold kim, 1 would not wiſh his-ppniſhment 

* extended beyond this life. — -I aw him apt 
208 Oey. need the ſubject of his 
| mediration, 


4 


bi 


* en Wea and continued ſpeaking to this 15 I 


PE have 6 wy Sir William, hs: WR 1. F I 
ed ſituation to which my friend is exalted, 


now what I have further to ſay is this 


If by any means you can oblige me in fia 


ing out her lover, the paſſion which I know 


ſne formerly entertained for him has made 
me determine to try at bringing them 
once more together, tho”, If 2 ſhould: be - 
| ſucceſsful in procuring 57 interview, 1 


cannot promiſe him ſhe will receive his vin- 


dication, * chat ſhe wil not. be. dont 10 . 4 


intreaties. 


1 had him at my feet derbe 1 1 Kate Ee 
finiſhed the laſt ſentence.—Oh, how I glo- 
Tied in his proſtrate bumiliation !——how 2 
his confeſſion delighted me! 


* . — 


et Behold, madam (pied he) i in the un 1 

8 fortunate Lovedale, a wretch deſervin 333 
- your. pity !—The man ho did love, who Dy > 
5 4 loves your A friend, mus 5 . 0 


„ ſues 


i IG Ie . 168 Th 
oy to be reunited to her: that very man, in 
whoſe favour you generouſly ſaid you would 


+ * 
eexert yourſelf, he it is that now intreats 
pour intereſt.— Ah, madam, turn not your 


eyes from the wretched, yet not the very 
| guy Stanley you believe him!” 


_ You Mr. Stanley! (affecting a a look of 


= | Moniſhmeat)-—You can you be Mr. Stan- 


D _ ey a. Lou are diſpoſed to jeſt, Sir Willi- 
"Is am. —b1 it poſſible you can be Mr. Stanley? 


* 1 confeſs, madam W A from his hum- 
eure with an aſſumed air of compo- 
ſure) you have reaſon to doubt the reality 
of, my aſſertion.— ſee it will be neceſſary 
to unravel this myſtery, and if I am not 
a acquitted, ſo I hope your juſtice 

will not abſolutely condemn me.” 


"The man” s aſſurance ſtartled me. * 


made no return but by a ſlight inclination 
of my head. —Whilſt he confidently went 


0 to vindicate his innocence, — 5 but 
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—_ to 11 but 


dam, try to diſentatigle m l 


acquaintance with Miſs Drax, for 1 =” 
ſume it is that! ady ; 290 make * hey, in 


EE  fidence, and believe 1 am no ſtranger to 
any part of that tranſaction upon which we 


are now entered :---your motives for a pro- 
cedure (fo diſhonourable 1 will not call it, 
as you ſay you can wipe off that i imputati- 
on, but allow me to give it the appellations 
of dark and myſterious) theſe alone remain 
-unexplained.---Perhaps, fir, I take too great 
freedom, in betraying a hint of being ad- 
mitted to ſhare a ſecret which concerns on- 
” ly yourſelf ? ? 


Shall 1 ten yo you the truth my dear Lady 
Anne -I wiſhed to put his i ngenuity to 
wie teſt- -I wiſhed to hear him defend an 

5 action, which, in the larguage of truth, 1 
knew would be defencelcf:---ror did the 
1 arguments he ads anced ſerve to ſtagger wy 
= opinion. 


Ny conduct, madam (faid he) bis been 
; By myſterious:--my motives for that myſtery | 
mall not be concealed :---on your own ac- 
count you have a right to command them 
Don account of your beloved friend I will 
£ reveal 15 


reveal them Facts if throw | myſelf on 
your mercy---I depend on your great good- 


veſs to plead for me with my angel. Per- 


mit me, madam, to aſſure you, that, next 
y to Miſs Drax, you, of all your whole ſex, 
would have been my ambitious choice, if, 
by my tender aſſiduities, I could have pre- 

| vailed on you to reward my paſſion.” | 


Was ever a more artful i t- 


Pon know, my lady, how far he has car- 


ried his gallantry towards me: no doubt 

8 he thought it required an apology, other- 
wiſe what opinion could I have of his ſin- 
cerity, how plead for him with his angel? 


---Happy Lucy, to have diſcovered his ahh. | 4 


worthy principles, to have withdrawn your 
eſteem from him, before you ſuffered the = 
fate of my poor Sophia ! if 1 


I bluſhed---I could not avoid bluſhing--- = 
I believe he did not diſtinguiſh the fſuſn off 
anger from the glow of a ſofter paſſion--- 
: Fee ſure he did nen for the audacious 
F wretch 


E 
wretch looked at me, as if he wed my 
| Amgen, and, proceeded ſighing. 


« It was after the death of my father, 
madam, that I went to France, fond of 
diſſipating my concern on that occaſion--- 
there I aw Miſs Drax---I ſaw her at the 
ambaſſador's chapel, I need not tell you 
| ſhe is lovely---I gazed inceſfantly on her 
charms, and became a captive to them I 
ordered a fervant to follow her, he did, and, 

on the ſtricteſt enquiries, I found out the 
+ e and ſituation of her mother.—-1 
9 9 you are 1 wich 
BY Pr.” | 


. am, fir... pray go on. 


| «] have told you, madam, that am 
Vvwarm, precipitate, indiſcreet · Without 
1 conſidering the conſequence of ſuch a ſtep, 
I gotadmitance to their houſe, and never 
conceal'd, or attempted to conceal, n my 
_ affeQion for the young lady, which e 
ed every moment I beheld her.”.-- _ 

5 l Pray, 


A I 
Pray, fir, permit me to a Why you | | 


thought proper to drop the name of Love- 
dale, and aſſume that of StanleyZ, ? 


6 This is one of the indiſcretions, i | 
dam, I have to tax myſelf with, but the 
violence of my paſſion will, I hope, in ſome 

meaſure excuſe it: my title I knew would 
be a bar to my enjoying her company and 
converſation on the footing I deſired, which, 
though perfectly innocent, I wiſhed to be 
without reſtraint.” 


And did you at that time, fir, really in- | 
tend to marry Miſs Drax ? 5 


* My affairs were ſo unhappily ſituated, 
madan, that when I firſt knew ber, [ could 
not abſolutely determine how to act, but 
ſince my return to Englard, I have been 

often tempted to go again to. F rance, and 
offer her my band. Tell her this, my dear * 
| mediatrix---tell her this, [ beſe 7 d. Fou.“ 1 


6... oor, Se” 0 
a 2 TS 
* * > 
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F But if l am to judge any thing from ap- 

Z 1 5 b pere des, ſir, theſe mou were entire- L 
l laid aſide. | | 


3 Curſed fortune, m told you I 
Th my affairs were unſettled, could not ab- 
ſolutely conclude on ſuch a ſtep without de- 
5 liberation every man has a character of 
Prudence to ſupport.” L 9 


And I preſume, ſir, it was in ſupport 0 
1 cis pridential character, that you with- 
dre from France, pretending to go to the 
Carnival and my eyes flaſhed indignation | 
1 on the conſcious wretch, 8 


_ Mo i 3 | . 1 con feſs, madam, you are e right 1 
$ 3 5 had friends in France they ſaw my 
= whok foul was engaged to Miſs Drax, and 
8 obliged me to quit a kingdom, where I was 
—— every hour in danger of being furprized by - 
3z : my paſſion, which they made appear not 
only prejudicial to my own intereſt, but 


er we to the "O_ e now, 


Ts 175 iT 


moſt amiable 8 again caſting a 


elke to think me ungenerous hogs 4 
ſentiment, or diveſted of honourable prin- I 
_ciples.—I adore your charming friend— 4 
1 would die to be admitted to her preſence, 
and my affairs are now ſo well ſettled, that 
ik ſhe can be prevailed upon to ſeal my 
| pardon, her father, though he ſhould be 
the firſt peer on earth, will not, I flatter 

myſelf, refuſe me his alliance. For God's 
fake, madam, condeſcend to intreat for 


me.“ 


I cannot promiſe to intercede for you, 
Sir William, but if you deſire it, I will im- 


mediately bring you to her preſence. | . 


He was mad with 3 7 80 made me a 


_ thouſand acknowledgments my heart flut=_ 
my r pc yes ae _ at the a 1 : 


right hand in e nes: don 
m * e drew bim to a dor 
Us Fo To v3 wh 155 . - which! 


EE ox 2 of 1 
which led to another apartment ok threw * 
it open, where, ſmiling in death, lay the 
beautiful remains of Sophia, reſted on a 
ſable couch in a ſhroud of white ſattin. 


| Great God! the fight had ed „ 
her murderer was too much for the tender- 
eſt of her friends. I wonder how any of 

my faculties performed their office No- 
thing but the excruciating agonies of her 
deſtroyer could have ſupported me. My 
greedy eyes ſwallowed his tears as they 
yielded up their own: my ears were glut- 
ted with his groans, and, when he threw 

himſelf on the floor, I cried out in the bit- 
terneſs of woe, Lie there, guilty ſavage, 
till thy remorſe has rendered thee an object 


Sh of divine mercy ! the wrongs of my Sophia, 


5 wrongs of Lucy muſt firft be fatisfied! 


__ He heard me nö de bou ade from the | 
„ and franticly ran towards Sophia; 
4 but I, with an air almoſt as frantic, inter- 
E -cepted him, and puſhing him back with 
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ein 1. 
my NOD on off! (faid D: a. | murderer's| 
touch ſhall not pollute th the loyely be bes 


my friend 


* 
S Le Ve... 


Rage, n and Grate "Tee, the | 
| Paſſage of his words. He darted a terrify · 
ing look of menace; but to me na 
was now terrifying. He fled from the 
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I take it up once more, my deas Lady | 
Anne, to tell you I ſhall very ſoon retire * 
from this houſe, where [ have lately ſeen 
ſo many ſucceſſive ſcenes of woe. I ſhould 
have joined my family in Logdon, but hav- 
ing prevailed on the more than parent of _ 
my dear departed Sophia, (her diſtracted, a 
inconſoleable Hannah) to go to my father 6 * Y 
houſe, thither I am reſolved to attend SY 3 2 
_ Whilſt , live I will be attentive to the caſe. * * 


and happineſs of this good creature :--- ſhe 
ſhall not ſink into her grave (to which ſhe 
now ſeems bending) with affliction, if the 
hand of tenderneſs I hold out for her ac- 
ceptance can keep her back. 


Adieu, my deartſt friend, my amiable 
Lady Anne !----To-morrow the remains of 
my Sophia are to be depoſited, by her own 
orders, in the moſt private manner. No 
marble will ſpeak her worth---no weeping 
angels ſupport her monument: 

breaſt I will raiſe a laſting one to her dear 


memory, with this infeription---Sacred to 


5 F riendſhip. 
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